Alberta Genealogical Society

2010 Annual Report

Presented at the Annual General Meeting

16 April 2011




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

(asof Dec. 31, 2010) OBJECTSOF THE SOCIETY

Officers The objects of the society are:

President Kale Liam Hobbes
Past President Vic Willoughby

1% Vice President Nestor Martinez
2" Vice President Susan Haga

Vice President of Finance Bob Atcheson
Secretary of the Society Maxine Maxwell

Directors:

Brooks Eileen French
Camrose Fay Carlson
Drayton Valley Colleen Anderson
Edmonton Walter Meyer

Ft. McMurray Tammy Grantham
Grande Prairie Maxine Maxwell
Lethbridge Doug McLeod
Medicine Hat Clark Lang
Peace River Joan Wahl

Red Deer Vic Willoughby
Wetaskiwin Anne Wildcat

Standing Committees
Finance (Chair) Bob Atcheson
Nominations (Chair) Vic Willoughby

Other Committees and Appointments
Archivist Mary Ann Legris
Bylaws Jo Nuthack
Communications/Public Relations/Publicity

Susan Haga & Kale Liam Hobbes
Conference Co-Chairs

Adele Goa & Shannon Cherkowski
Electronic Services John Hazelwood
Facilities vacant
Gaming Laura Turnbull
Grants & Other Funding Marion Rex
Genealogical Research Norma Wolowyk
Historian vacant
Inventory, Property, Insurance Vic Willoughby
Legal Advisor Sharon Roberts
Library & Research Centre Win Sebelius
Master Surname Database Shannon Cherkowski
Membership Val Peden
Parliamentarian Jo Nuthack
Policies & Procedures Vic Willoughby
Publications Norma Wolowyk
Relatively Speaking Co-Editors

Marilyn Hindmarch & Peter Staveley

Trandations Sue Philips
Treasurer Bob Atcheson
Website Laura Turnbull

AGS Office
Office Coordinator Linda Winski

To promote the study of genealogy and

geneal ogical research within the Province of
Alberta.

To encourage adherence to accuracy and
thoroughness in research.

To encourage and instruct membersin ethical
principles, scientific methods and effective
techniques of genealogical research and defend
the standards of genealogy from incompetent
and disreputable persons.

To assemble alibrary of genealogical guides,
handbooks, reference sources, family and local
histories, and other books and materials which
may assist the members, all of which will be
available to members.

To publish such bulletins, booklets, pamphlets,
or other documents as may be found desirable
and expedient by the Board of the Society and
to make the same available to the members and
others on such terms and conditions as may be
determined by the Board.

To establish friendly relations with other
geneal ogical societies for exchange of ideas and
information and the promotion of common
interests.

To enter into arrangements with other

geneal ogical societies for the publication of
bulletins, booklets, books, pamphlets, or other
documents on such terms and conditions as may
be found desirable and expedient by the Board.
To promote seminars and workshops on

geneal ogical research and methodol ogy and
such other studies as may seem helpful to the
members.

To provide a centre and suitable meeting place
for various activities of the Society and its
members by rent or purchase or otherwise.

To encourage the establishment of Branches of
the Society under such terms and conditions as
the Bylaws of the Society may from timeto
time provide.

To achieve the foregoing objects, funds may be
raised and donations, gifts, legacies and
bequests accepted.

Registered 25 May 2001




Highlights of 2010

OUR MISSION: To provide support and services for people researching their family
history and geneal ogy.

Active since 1973

Serving approximately 900 member s through eleven branches around the province
Contributing over 34,000 volunteer hour s reported in 2010

Receiving the Edmonton Historical Board Recognition Award for our “Cemetery
Data Bank and Nominal Lists”

Mailing and exchanging our quarterly journal Relatively Speaking to over 90
libraries and Societies

Running 20 plus branch and ‘ special interest group’ (SIG) meetings monthly
Receiving 3,610 visitorsto the library in 2010

Holding an annual genealogical conference or similar event for members and the
general public

Contributing to the growing database of names of those buried in Alberta
cemeteries and photographing gravestones to preserve their appearance for future
generations. (Note: Albertahas 1566 active (registered) cemeteries. Our
volunteers have recorded over 2000 because some cemeteries are no longer in
service. Over 710,000 names have been recorded and several branches are also
photographing cemeteries & headstones.)

Volunteering in community libraries, museums, archives and other facilities
building public awareness of our Society and efforts

Responding to 749 resear ch queriesin 2010 — an increase of 16% over 2009
Placing the holdings of the AGS and Edmonton Branch librariesonlinein a
searchabl e database

Making available on our website a comprehensive, integrated, all-name index to
Alberta’ s homestead records containing over 520,000 recor ds in a searchable
database

Compiling and publishing an all-name index of over 89,000 entries from over 100
Albertalocal history booksin a searchable database on our website

Completing the Alberta Genealogical Society Operations Manual and providing it
to Officers, Directors, Committee Chairs and branches.

Maintaining a full subscription to Ancestry.com for use by library patrons
Securing funding through membership fees, sponsorship monies from the Alberta
Historical Resources Foundation, donations, gaming events and other activitiesin
local communities

Maintaining one paid part-time staff
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Alberta Genealogical Society (AGYS)

38" Annual General Meeting

Saturday April 16, 2011 at 12:45 pm
Grand Ballroom, Chateau Louis Hotel and Conference Centre
11727 Kingsway Avenue, Edmonton, AB

AGENDA

. Call to Order

. Approval of Agenda

. Approval of the Minutes of the 37th Annual General Meeting
Business Arising

. President's Report

. 2010 Branch Reports

6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4
6.5
6.6

Brooks 6.7 Lethbridge
Camrose 6.8 Medicine Hat
Drayton Valley 6.9 PeaceRiver
Edmonton 6.10 Red Deer
Fort McMurray 6.11 Wetaskiwin
Grande Prairie

7. Executive and Committee Reports

8. Acceptance of Branch, Executive and Committee Reports

9. 2010 Audited Financia Statement and 2011— 2013 Budget

10. Appointment of the Auditor for 2011

11. Election of Officers, Appointment of Committee Chairpersons, Introduction of Officers
for the 2011- 2012 Term

12. Courtesy Motions

13. Change of Signing Authority

Three (3) members signatures already on the books:
o Vic Willoughby, Past President
o SandraVaneldik, former Past President
o NormaWolowyk, Research Committee Chair
Three (3) members signatures need to be added:
o K. Liam Hobbes, President (approved by Motion, AGM/MM 2009-04-18)
o Jock Howard, New VP Finance
o Lynn Carrier, new Treasurer
One (1) member needs to be deleted: Robert Atcheson, retiring Treasurer
Required Motion: that Jock Howard, new Vice President of Finance, be added to
the list of AGS signing authorities
Required Motion: that Lynn Carrier, new AGS Treasurer, replace Bob Atcheson
as asigning authority

14. Adjournment




Minutes of the

Alberta Genealogical Society (AGS)

37" Annual General Meeting
Saturday, April 24, 2010 at 12:45 PM
Medicine Hat Esplanade Arts & Heritage Center
401 + 1% Street E., Medicine Hat, AB.

AGM/MM 2010-04-24




1. Call to Order:
President, Vic Willoughby, called the 37" Annual General Meeting to order at 12:47 pm.

2. Approval of the Agenda:
There were no deletions or additions to the Agenda.

MOVED by LauraTurnbull that the Agenda be adopted.
Seconded by Liam Hobbes

3. Approval of the Minutes of the 36th Annual General M eeting:

MOVED by Peter Staveley that the minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting be adopted as presented in the
2009 Annual Report.
Seconded by Fred Vaneldik Carried

4. Business Arising:
There was no business arising from the Minutes.

5. President’s Report:
Vic referred to his report as circulated on page 14 of the 2009 Annua Report. He requested the addition of his
intention to revisit the AGS insurance policy.

6. 2009 Branch Reports:
6.1 Brooks & District + as presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
6.2 Camrose = as presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
6.3 Drayton Valey + aspresented in the 2009 Annual Report.
6.4 Edmonton + as presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
6.5 Fort McMurray + as presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
6.6 Grande Prairie & District + as presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
6.7 Lethbridge & District + as presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
6.8 Medicine Hat & District + as presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
6.9 PeaceRiver & District * as presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
6.10 Red Deer & District + as presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
6.11 Wetaskiwin + as presented in the 2009 Annual Report




7. Executive and Committee Reports
7.1 First Vice President by Nestor Martinez+ As presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
7.2 Second Vice President by Kale Liam Hobbes - As presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
7.3 Vice President of Finance by Brian Dunlop - As presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
7.4 Federation of Family History Societies (FFHS) Liaison by Sue Philips - As presented in the
2009 Annual Report.
7.5 Grants/Fundraising by Marion Rex - As presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
7.6 Library by NormaWolowyk - As presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
7.7 Membership by Va Peden - As presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
7.8 Parliamentarian by Jo Nuthack - As presented in the 2009 Annua Report.
7.9 Policies & Proceduresand Bylaws by Jo Nuthack - As presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
7.10 Relatively Speaking by Co-editors, Marilyn Hindmarch and Peter Staveley - As presented in the
2009 Annual Report
7.11 Resear ch by Norma Wolowyk - As presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
7.12 Trandation Coordinator by Sue Philips - As presented in the 2009 Annual Report.
7.13 Website by Laura Turnbull - As presented in the 2009 Annual Report.

8. Acceptance of Branch, Executive and Committee Reports

MOVED by Don Brosius that the Branch, Executive and the Committee Reports be accepted as presented.
Seconded by Miriam  Roberts 1 opposed (lack of progress on & no report included on the Master
Surname Database) A Carried

9. 2009 Audited Financial Statement and 2010 — 2012 Budget

Brian Dunlop expressed some revenue concerns for the future due to fewer grants being available & a
decrease in overall memberships. For now, revenues are close to budget projections.

Financial Statement for 2009 presented on page 41 - 50 of the 2009 Annual Report, by Brian Dunlop, Vice
President of Finance.

Statement of Operations, page 46 - Brian received arequest from the floor - to ask the auditors to separate
research revenue from sale of publications. As this same request was received last year, he agreed to raise it
with the auditors.

MOVED by Don Brosius that the Audited Financial Statements be adopted.
Seconded by Liam Hobbes Carried

Budget for 2010 -2012, page 42 of the 2009 Annual Report by Brian Dunlop

MOVED by Helene Paquin that the budget for the three years 2010, 2011and 2012 be accepted asit is
presented on page 42 of the 2009 Annual Report.
Seconded by Miriam Roberts Carried

10. Appointment of the Auditor for 2010

MOVED by Jo Nuthack that the auditing firm of Colin Presizniuk and Associates be appointed as Auditor
for the year 2010.
Seconded by Laura Turnbull Carried

11. Appointment of Committee Chairpersons and I ntroductions of Officersfor the 2010-2011 Term -
presented by SandraVaneldik. There were no elections for the 2010 + 2011 term. Sandra thanked the
outgoing Executive members for their service.




She presented the 2010 + 2012 Officers for the AGS Executive/Board:

President = Kale Liam Hobbes by acclamation

Past President £Victor Willoughby

1% Vice President - Nestor Martinez (continuing)

2" Vice President + vacant

Secretary - Maxine Maxwell (continues for another one year)

Treasurer —Bob Atcheson is continuing. Linda Cherepanik, Edmonton Branch, has been appointed

as AGS 'Assistant Treasurer'.

Vice President of Finance £ Bob Atcheson by appointment

AGS Membership Chair = Val Peden (continuing)
Sandra requested that Board representatives check with their branchesto seeif anyoneisinterested in filling
the vacant 2" VP position or any of the vacant committee positions. She emphasized that any elected or
acclaimed branch executive member can represent the president at the board meetings. She encouraged the
branches to create an executive position caled, ‘ Branch Representative' if the president is unable to attend
board meetings. She emphasized the importance of al branches being able to meet together.

MOVED by SandraVaneldik that the new AGS Officers/Board be approved.
Seconded by Jo Nuthack Carried

AGS Committee Positions- SandraVVaneldik

Archivist £ Mary Ann Legris

Bylaws + Jo Nuthack

Communications & Publicity - vacant

Conference Co-chairs + Adele Goa & Shannon Cherkowski

Electronics - Fred Vaneldik

FFHS £ Sue Phillips,

Sandra suggested that AGS consider purchasing memberships to other similar organizations.

Grants & Fundraising + Marion Rex

Historian + vacant

Inventory + Pat Barry

Librarian - Win Sibelius

Master Surname Database - Fred Vaneldik

Sandra explained that the sorting, cleaning and tidying up of the old database in preparation for putting it
onlineistaking atremendous amount of time and work.

Shannon Cherkowski volunteered to help out with the database project and perhaps form a committee to
assist Fred.

Membership Chair +Val Peden

Office Coordinator - Linda Winski

Publications/Cemeteries - Norma Wolowyk replacing Fred Vaneldik

Fred had received only afew requests and had forwarded them to Norma Wolowyk. Fred has resigned from
this position and has been replaced by Norma.

Relatively Speaking Journal Co-editors = Marilyn Hindmarch and Peter Staveley

Relatively Speaking Mailout + Jo Nuthack has stepped down, vacant position.

Sandra recommended that an Edmonton Branch member fill this position.

Resear ch - Norma Wolowyk

Trandations £ Sue Phillips

Website - Laura Turnbull

MOVED by Doug McLeod that al the AGS Committee appointments be accepted.
Seconded by Carol Anderson Carried




2009 Branch Presidents
Brooks Eileen French
Camrose Fay Carlson
Drayton Valley Miriam Roberts
Edmonton Les Campbell
Ft. McMurray  Jock Howard
Grande Prairie  Judy Bradley
Lethbridge Doug McLeod
MedicineHat  Helene Paquin
Peace River Joan Wahl
Red Deer Peter Darby
Wetaskiwin Don Brosius

12. Courtesy Motions - presented by Jo Nuthack

2009 RESOLUTION OF RESPECT

WHEREAS

The success of our Society has been, and will be dependent upon many factors,
including dedicated membership; professionalism in our research; the volunteer efforts
of individuals who have provided dedicated service on Committees, Boards of
Directors, members of Executives, library volunteers; lecturers at educational courses
and volunteer efforts in community leadership as well as the support of spouses and family members,
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED

That members of the Alberta Genealogical Society go on record as expressing their
deepest sorrow in the passing of the following:

LorneWhaley #3128 Camrose Branch June 3, 2009
Kenneth Coull #2737 Edmonton Branch Mar 1, 2009
Muriel Jones #1554 Edmonton Branch May 2, 2009
Marcel Nault #3091 Edmonton Branch Aug 12 2009
Leroy Wright #3098 Edmonton Branch Aug 25 2009
T.Bryan Campbell-Hope #3410 Edmonton Branch Sept 25, 2009
Florence Woodward #2448 EdmontonBranch Oct 17, 2009
Pat Hewitt #142 Edmonton Branch Nov 17, 2009
Amy Woodruff  # 387 Lethbridge & District Branch ~ July 6, 2009
Lois Barr #1751 Lethbridge & District Branch ~ Aug 7, 2009
Mary Allan Cox #4039 Lethbridge & District Branch ~ Oct 6, 2009
Peter Hanhart ~ #4987 Lethbridge & District Branch  Oct 18, 2009
Muriel Jolliffe #3142 Lethbridge & District Branch  Nov 28, 2009
Merne Livingstone #1763 Lethbridge & District Branch  Dec 2, 2009




Adele Johnson #1819 Medicine Hat & Districe Branch June 8, 2009
Kirsten Betttenson #3179 Peace River & District Branch Jan 2, 2009
Joyce Plain #5057 Wetaskiwin Branch Sept 11, 2009

And to stand in silent tribute to their memory, and that a copy of this resolution is made a part of the Minutes
of this meeting. Please stand and observe a minute of silence.

MOVED by Jo Nuthack
Seconded by Doug McLeod Carried

13. Change of Signing Authority
Jo Nuthack read from the Policies & Procedures to note that, any ‘member in good standing’ can be assigned
signing authority.

MOVED by Helene Paquin that Linda Cherepanik, Assistant Treasurer, be included, along with Kale Liam
Hobbes, Sandra Vaneldik, Bob Atcheson, Norma Wolowyk and Vic Willoughby, to have signing authority
on the AGS general and casino bank accounts.

Seconded by Shannon Cherkowski Carried

14. Adjournment

MOVED by Doug McLeod to adjourn the meeting at 1:48 P.M.

4 :; l 7"{../'3.{ I !\-( ‘—ff'.,a"-._{J AL (f ( P4 ; e
Maxine Maxwell, Recording Secretary Vic Willoughby, PrZul%t

AGM/MM 2010-04-24




AGSAWARDS-April 16, 2011

25- YEAR MEMBERSHIP AWARDS
Herbert Albrecht
Gail Cockwill
Susan L. McKeen
Shirley & Allen Ronaghan
Marion Fleming
EdnaMcKévie
Edith Pinder
Juanita Block

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS
Patricia Pettitt
Sandra & Fred Vaneldik
Mary Burkholder

SPECIAL MENTION AWARD
Shirley Machan

PRESIDENTS AWARD
AGSBrooks & District Branch on their 30th anniversary and In appreciation of 30 years of
dedicated membership and service to the Society In the promotion and preservation of family history
and geneal ogy

MARGARET KAY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
Fay Carlson, AGS #4546, Camrose Branch







PRESIDENT

January was time spent in deep thought, trying to
recall what | did so | could complete my first
annual report.

February ended with a meeting of the Board of
Directors. The Policy & Procedure Committee
proudly presented copies of the AGS Operations
Manual to every member of the Board of
Directors and AGS Committees. The manual,
the result of four and a half years of hard work,
devotion and dedication, is also apriceless
collection of amassed knowledge and
procedures. Near the end of the meeting,
Nominations Chair Sandra Vaneldik accepted
my resignation letter from the position of Second
Vice President with regrets.

In April, Brooks and Medicine Hat teamed up to
host the AGS Gen Fair at the Esplanade Arts &
Heritage Centre in Medicine Hat. It was my first
Gen Fair and | had no ideawhat to expect.
Wow, talk about setting the standard! The event
was vadt, informative, inspiring, and archivist
Philip Pype proudly answered al questions
during the many tours of hisimpressive facility
throughout the day. | am still humbled by the
Esplanade' s benevolence in offering their
extraordinary place for our 2010 Gen Fair and |
proudly thank them again.

During our AGM, in her last duty as Past
President, Sandra Vaneldik announced the new
Executive. It was an interesting but strange
experience -- | walked into the AGM as Second
Vice President, but walked out as the new AGS
President. It was then that someone mentioned it
would be my turn to stand before everyone, next
year ... uh oh, public speaking?

May = paperwork. | must have signed my life
away during my first visit to the AGS Office as
President! Letters needed to be sent out to
Alberta Registries, the Alberta Gaming & Liquor
Commission, and the Alberta Historical

Resources Foundation, to name afew. Yes, |
lost count after signing the third letter.

By mid-September | was journeying off to
Lethbridge for my first branch visit. A private
and impromptu tour of the community, its
history and landmarks was a most enjoyable
preamble to a pleasant evening. | wasjoined by
both AGS vice presidents, Nestor Martinez &
Susan Haga. The branch meeting was very
informative and the membership eager to share
their many accomplishments with other efforts
still ongoing. Their hospitality was endless with
more offersto return with my wife Donnafor
their multicultural dinner in November.
Regrettably, | had to decline.

At the annual retreat in October, are-visit to Bill
Whitney' s strategic long-term plan was tackled
with great leapsin progress. Four main problem
areas were identified along with many possible
solutions. Membership retention and new
member recruitment was the biggest problemin
need of aboost. Lists of engaging speakers and
interesting topics were submitted by each branch,
compiled by our Second Vice President, Susan
Haga and then re-distributed to maximize
resources for more programming ideas for
branch meetings. A three-year “game plan” was
then pencilled in with local elementsleft for
Branch involvement.

November 4™ was ared |etter day for AGS. The
Edmonton Historical Board invited AGS to their
36™ Annual Recognition & Plague Awards
ceremony! | proudly accepted the recognition
award on behalf of AGS for our “Master Data
Bank and Census Nominal Lists.”

Operations funding continues to be abig
problem. It is getting smaller every year; but
ideas have been worked and written out to
address our need for financial assistance from
commercia and private sectors. Without
financial assistance to help us with our operating
costs, we will not be able to begin new projects




(like the Homestead Records in 2000). We will
not be able to cater to the research needs of our
members and visitors, either, and our branches

will slowly shutdown.

AGS has done alot of hard work since 1973.
Our libraries and research centres attest to that
every day. Our collections provide researchers
with the heritage and histories of families and
friends gone long before us. Our materials speak
volumes re-telling legacies waiting to be
discovered again and again. We aretheir
custodians and caretakers, happy to meet every
new face that discovers along-lost relative in our
records.

The Alberta Genealogical Society has been
providing a united purpose for its members. to
gather together and offer help with geneal ogy
problems.

New generations of genealogists are slowly
discovering us via our website and Facebook
page. The Internet provides new researchers
with genealogical datato aid them; we need to

stop fighting this massive technol ogy because it
isafight we cannot win. We need to inform
those researchers that we have data that cannot
be found on the Internet. We are 2a social
network® that has been around for almost 40
years and we can further any research efforts
with more in-depth methods.

Before the completion of my term, next year, |
plan to continue the presidential tradition of
attending at least one meeting with each branch.
So far, | have had the privilege of visiting
Lethbridge, Grande Prairie, Edmonton,
Wetaskiwin and Camrose. | enjoy these visits
because of the one-on-one conversations with
members and branch executives. | hopeto learn
of your accomplishments, ideas, needs and
concerns during these visits.

Respectfully submitted,
K. Liam Hobbes, President

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

The Y ear 2010 represents the first year of my
second term as part of the Executive Committee
of the Alberta Genealogical Society and has
given me the opportunity to work with our new
president Liam Hobbes. As| have watched him
strive to lead our organization and tackle some
difficult issues, | have cometo admire his
enthusiasm and his ability to come up with new
ideasto re-vitalize our Society. Asmuch as|
don't like the use of clichés, | must say that he
does athink outside the box°.

However, an organization like ours cannot exist
without the efforts of numerous other volunteers
who share their talents and give their efforts,
often unnoticed. | am pleased that some of those
untiring volunteers will be recognized at our
annual general meeting with suitable awards. A
volunteer | would like to recognize personally at
thistimeis our very capable Secretary of the
Society, Maxine Maxwell, who is completing her
term of officein 2011. Her efforts to record the
proceedings and numerous motions of our Board
Meetings, when we all seemed to be speaking at
once, have not gone unnoticed.

The Society' s Website, under the direction of
Webmaster Laura Turnbull, continues to expand
providing access to many of our resources as
well asadigital version of our periodical,
Relatively Speaking. Most of our branches are
gradually moving their separate websites to the
AGS server, which gives them additional storage
space at no cost to theindividual branches. The
website has become the face of the Society. And
speaking of face, we must not forget that we now
also have a presence on Facebook. If you
become a2fan® of our Facebook page, you may
receive instant notification of many of the
Society and branch activities and events.

Relatively Speaking continues under the
direction of co-editors Marilyn Hindmarch and
Peter Staveley. This publication consistently
offers our membership informative and engaging
articles covering a variety of topics. These
articles can be read as entertainment by many,
but they are really great sources of knowledge




and guidance to those who may be doing similar
research.

During the past year anew Master Surname
Database chairperson was appointed, Shannon
Cherkowski, and a committee was created with
the specific task of preparing the database for
uploading to our website, with search
capabilities. The database will be updated with
recent recordings done by various branches and
will be ready for uploading this spring.

Respectfully submitted,
Nestor Martinez, First Vice President

VICE PRESIDENT OF FINANCE

Aswas the case in 2009, there continued to be
major concerns about funding in 2010. We
certainly appreciate the $35,000 sponsorship
from Alberta Historical Resources Foundation
and the $3,838.50 grant from the Alberta Culture
and Community - Community Spirit Program.
Thetotal amount of these grants fell well short
of the $60,000 targeted in the budget. The
shortfall was largely offset by a combination of
larger than budgeted funds earned as part of the
Casino fundraising efforts and a significant
reduction in the payments made to support some
of the branches. The fact that some branches
have been able to conduct Casino fundraising
events has led to asignificant reduction in the
amount requested from the AGS. | wish to thank
Laura Turnbull for her work in organizing and
conducting the Casino fundraising event. |
would also like to thank Marion Rex for her
ongoing efforts to find new sources of funding.

Vic Willoughby conducted an extensive review
of the insurance situation involving the AGS and
the eleven branches. Asaresult, it has been
decided that AGS will continue with the current
arrangement involving Palliser Insurance
Agency Ltd. Again, | wish to thank Vic for dl
of his effort in conducting this important project.

This past year has been difficult for me because
of health problems. | have been able to continue
to fulfill my responsibilities as Vice President of

16
Finance and Treasurer because of the much-
appreciated support provided by Linda Winski,
Linda Cherepanik and Sandra Vaneldik.

Respectfully submitted,
Bob Atcheson, AGS Vice President of Finance

PAST PRESIDENT

As Past President | undertook to do some work
in the areas of Insurance, Inventory and Property,
and the maintenance of the Operations Manual.
As Past President, | also served as Chair of the
Nominations Committee.

I nsurance

With the help of Donna Hursh, a member of the
AGS and Red Deer Branch, an invitation was
sent to three possible insurance suppliers to meet
our particular insurance needs. Though we
encountered some stumbling blocks, we were
able to compl ete the project by the December 31,
2010 deadline.

Inventory, Property

One of the challenges coming out of the
conversation around insurance is that the AGS
and its branches are required to provide an
inventory with accurate, item by item pricing.
Desks, tables, chairs, eectronic equipment and
storage units are easily enough priced for
replacement costs. Our holdings of printed
material, however, present amore difficult task.
Some materia is no longer published (Local
Histories for example) and pricing needsto be
determined from used book stores, garage sales,
Internet sites and the original local area. Other
guestions that arose include:

1. Do weinsure material that is now readily
available on the internet such as some Local
Histories, cemetery records etc.?

2. Do weinsure newsletters and Genealogical
Journals from other Societies?

3. How are one of akind collections and
materials of specific local interest to be dealt
with? Isfilming or digitizing the material the
only way to protect it?




Aswe explore the best possible solutions to
these questions, we can then develop policies
and procedures for each one of these concerns.

Policy & Procedure (operations manual)
Updates to the original manual included:
Security of Edmonton Property by Liam Hobbes
AGS Privacy Policy by Liam Hobbes

Archive rewording of existing material by Mary
Ann Legris

Procedure of tracking Minutes of Meetings by
LindaWinski and Maxine Maxwell

Nominations

The following nominations for Executive
positions have been secured:

2nd Vice President: Susan Haga

Vice president Finance: Jock Howard
Secretary of the Society: Vacant

Appointments

Treasurer: Vacant (fill from Edmonton Area)
Facility Manager: Vacant (fill from Edmonton
Areq)

Respectfully submitted,

Vic Willoughby, Past President &
Chair, Inventory and Property,
Chair, Nominations Committee
Chair, Policy and Procedures

The combined efforts of the Officers,
Board of Directors, Committee members
and volunteersin all eleven branches of

the AGS realized atotal of
34,034.75 volunteer hours that were
reported for 2010.

Sincere appreciation to all who servethe

society so willingly and selflessly with

their gifts of time, energy, enthusiasm

and expertise.







Brooks and District

Brooks had a great year with the first 4 months
completely taken up with planning for the 2010
Gen Fair. We worked long and hard along with
our partner Medicine Hat to make it a huge
success. The Fair was well attended and we
were able to come out in the black. Weredly
appreciate all those that attended and helped in

any way.

Our group published the Birth Index Volume
1910 to 2009 thisyear. A special thanksto Mary
Burkholder for her effort on this project. We also
have Death Index Volumes available.

Jackie Murray was awarded the 25 year
certificate for continuous membership in Brooks.

There were a number of organizations in Brooks
celebrating 100 yearsin 2010. Our weekly
newspaper the Brooks Bulletin, the City of
Brooks, the Anglican Church and the United
Church were dl started in 1910. The CPR
Brooks Railway Station and the Engineer®
House were completed in 1911. Therewerea
number of celebrations in the summer for these
groups and we took part in them. We had tables
with information to promote our group and in the
end were able to get 8 new members for our
efforts. Welcome all!

Our programsin 2010 focused on the LDS web
sites, sharing our finds and educating beginners.

Our Casino was in January but there was a
blizzard and the road was closed to Medicine Hat
so we couldn't work our shifts. Medicine Hat
stepped up to cover for us and we really must
thank them for that. A special thanks to Kathy
Gleisner who took chargeto fill the shifts.
Overal it was agood year.

Eileen French, President
Brooks and District Genealogical Society

Camrose

Executive
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Librarian
Newsl etter

Fay Carlson
Sherran Dermott
Deb Trout

John Stoddart
Bev Webster
Sharon Olsen

Our volunteer hoursin 2010 totalled 977
which is more than in 2009.

At present, we have 14 member s which isdown
for our 22 of last year. Even though our group is
small, we continue to have about 10 members
turn out for meetings. We had our electionsin
January and there is no change in our Executive.
We approved a budget for the next three years.

One of our members went to Alliance to hold a
Beginner' s course in genealogy. She found an
eager group of 12 who wished to know how to
start digging into their family history. It is
unfortunate that Alliance is abit out of the way
for any of them to join Camrose Branch of AGS.
She will also hold asimilar event in Bawlf in
February 2011.

This year, we printed the first volume of the
Births, Marriages and Deaths as recorded in
The Camrose Canadian from 1908-1929. It was
not a moneymaking event, so we did not do a
large printing. Some copies were given freely
plus we received a donation from some private
persons for their copies. Our bank account is
only minus $100 from the printing costs. Our
volunteers are continuing with the next set of
records. There are many more entries per issue,
so we will probably include fewer yearsin this
book.

We all volunteer at the Camrose Library book
saleswhich are held 3 times ayear for 3 days
each time. We had a booth at the Community
registration night again where we had many




inquiries. Although we gained no new members,
we increased our visibility. We aso are involved
with our Camrose Founder' s Days Festival in
August every year. Our group produce a family
tree book for each of the three honored families.
This year isthe 100-year celebration of the
railway in Camrose and the 100-year anniversary
of Camrose Lutheran College. Planning meetings
have begun.

Sharon Olsen, as the editor of Roots and Shoots
sent out aspring and afall issue. Our web siteis
on hold now. We continue to receive requests for
help with research in the Camrose area. We
assist as much as we are able. We did not hold
any workshops this year.

At our meetings we share our stories of brick
walls and joys. Our December meeting was our
regular social evening with Christmas snacks and
visiting.

Fay Carlson, President
Camrose Branch (AGS)

Drayton Valley

Our group enjoyed a

member ship of 21 this year.
At every meeting we had a
planned speaker or theme. We
also found that just working
sessions were very successful.
Members broke into groups or
met one on one and helped
each other with their research.

Drayton Valley

We struggle with getting our membersto use the
resources that we have. Therearen't alot of
aexperts® in our community so we have to bring
in speakers from elsewhere or just be willing to
share our knowledge within our group.

Our members logged 882.25 volunteer hours. A
lot of them were with the cemetery
updating/recording project that is ongoing. A
hardy group has been out updating the local
cemeteries and have expanded out, mostly to the
east and south of Drayton Valley.
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The local paper, Western Review has continued
to publish, once amonth, a short article written
by various members. This has brought alot of
awareness within the community.

We held avery successful workshop in March
with participants coming from as far away as
Edson, Spruce Grove and Stettler. We were very
pleased that one of our members won a
KennethY oung award again thisyear. Our
president attended alocal grants workshop and
we have applied for one from the County and are
looking into another from the Credit Union.
Some of our members volunteer to work at the
Legion Bingo for which we receive an
honorarium.

Over al we feel we had avery good year and are
enjoying our home in the local seniors residence.
The residents are always welcome to stop in for
our meetings and it has garnered us at least one
new member.

Colleen Andersen, President
Drayton Valley Branch

Edmonton Branch

The Edmonton Branch held general meetings on
the 4™ Thursday of every month except July,
August, and December.

Executive
Officers
President Walter Meyer

Vice President Vacant

Past President Les Campbell
Secretary Barbara Blackley
Treasurer Bonita Couper
Library Director Vacant until June
2010, then Arlene Borgstede, Lynn Fogwill,
Heather Harper, and Marilyn Wales became Co-
Directors
Membership Director
Publications Director

Stewart Boyd
Adele Goa




Standing Committee Chairs
Archivist/Historian Jeneane Roberts until
May, then Joan Green
Genealogical Courses
Genealogica Research
Program
Publicity
then Sharon Dyer
Recording & Indexing Vacant until April
then Va Peden, resigned Jan 2011

Margaret Mclnall
Norma Wolowyk
Margaret Bendickson
Vacant until May,

Ad Hoc Committees (Appointed, non-voting)
Corresponding Secretary SheilaMgeau
Electronic Resources Fred Vaneldik
until Nov. then John Hazelwood
Webmaster Les Campbell

Special Interest Groups
Canada and USA + Contact Melva
Robbins. Monthly meetings on the 3"
Wednesday of the month
Compugene * Contact Richard McNell
until May then Neal Finn. Meetings were
bi-monthly on the 3 Thursday of the
month, starting in September
England and Wales + Contact Lynne
Tedder. Monthly meetings were on the 1%
Thursday of the month
German + Contact Jo Nuthack. Bi-monthly
meetings on the 1% Wednesday of the
month, starting in October
Ireland + Contact Les Campbell. Bi-
monthly meetings on the 2™ Tuesday of the
month, starting in January
Mac Reunion * Contact Terry Gregory.
Bi-monthly meetings on the 1% Monday of
the month, starting in September
Scandinavia  for information contact
Adele Goa. Meetings temporarily
suspended
Scotland + Contact Stewart Boyd. Bi-
monthly meetings starting on the 1%
Monday in October, then on the 2™
Monday of subsequent months.
Ukraine - Contact Peter Skitsko until April,
then Peter Skitsko, Natalie Edwards, and
Ken Zinyk, Bi-monthly meetings on the
1% Wednesday starting in September

REPORTS OF EXECUTIVE

President

It has been a good experience during the past two
years as the President of the Edmonton Branch

of the Alberta Genealogical Society and |

express gratitude for my involvement with the
members of the Society and with the other
members of the Executive. They work hard for
the benefit of the organization and the work done
has been effectively and even efficiently done.
Each member of the Executive has been
conscientious about their tasks for the Society.

We have held executive meetings on aregular
basis and have conducted those meetings so that
time was used as efficiently as possible. The
Library Committee, which was revamped about a
year ago, has worked well in the division of
responsibilities they have accepted. We sadly
accepted the resignation of the Recording and
Indexing Chair, which position is still vacant,
and as well the Electronic Resources Chair, but
John Hazelwood stepped into that position for
which we express our gratitude. The other
executive positions are well manned and each
office and chairmanship iswell looked after. |
am grateful to al for their work, their input and
their enthusiasm. We especially have been
blessed by the programs at the monthly general
meetings that were organized and presented
through the efforts of our Program Chair. The
finances of the society are, at thistime, healthy
and our Treasurer has everything in that
department under control. The members of the
society have been well informed of activities and
events and have been kept abreast of the things
going on. | have been unableto attend the
various meetings of the AGS Executive but we
have been represented at those meetings by
others from the Edmonton Branch Executive and
for this| also express appreciation.

The various Special Interest Groups are
organized, some with stronger and more active
membership and some with less but
announcements of their various meetings have
been made regularly in Clandigger.

| express appreciation to the membership of the
Society for the opportunity to serve the




Edmonton Branch and wish the upcoming
Executive the best of success and the greatest
cooperation.

With kind regards,
Walter Meyer, President

Past President

Nominating Committee:

Nominating Committee volunteers are Stewart
Boyd, Marilyn Wales and Les Campbell.
Stewart and Marilyn have done agreat job in
trying to fill the Executive vacancies.

Nominations for 2011 Executive & Standing
Chair are:

President John Althouse

Vice President Marilyn Wales
Membership Director Lynne Duigou
Publications Director Les Campbell (until the
position can befilled)

Standing Committee Chair
Recording and Indexing Vacant

Past 4 years of Volunteer Service.

Thank you, Edmonton Branch, for the
opportunity to serve as the Vice-President,
President and Past President. My term during
the 4 years was memorable and challenging.

- Les Campbell, Past President

Secretary

The secretary took the minutes at all but one of
the executive and general meetings held in 2010.
For taking the minutes at the one meeting she
thanks Adele Goa.

The secretary put one copy of all approved
minutes in the minute book in the Library and
gave one copy to the archivist. The secretary
wrote one letter and kept all Branch
correspondence given to her.

- Barbara Blackley, Secretary

Library Director
Following the resignation of Claudine Nelson as
Branch Library Director, four people who had
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offered to 2help®, joined together to form the
Library Committee. Heather Harper, Lynn
Fogwill, Marilyn Wales and | met in for the first
timein June, Asit seemed that the library duties
could easily be divided into four areas, we each
took one and carried on from there.

Marilyn Wales took on the job of volunteer
coordinator. However, as a group, we felt our
first duty wasto bring the 50 or so volunteers
together at a meeting to introduce ourselves. we
did thisin early July. Asit was also our desire to
thank all of the people who staff our library and
keep it open three days aweek for about 49
weeks a year, and to express that thanks on
behalf of all our members, we held a2tea® with
refreshments. Flowers were presented to
Claudine and Norma, who had also recently
retired as AGS Library Director.

Marilyn keeps our volunteers informed of any
and all issues concerning the library.

Heather took on the task of communications. She
makes sure that the library report is submitted to
Clandigger and reports to the Monthly Branch
Meetings.

| attend the Branch Executive Meetings and
report back to the Committee. | also collect the
money from library donations, fines,
photocopying, etc. at least once a month for the
treasurer.

A large portion of our work has been done by
Lynn who was in charge of Acquisitions. She
has submitted the following:

During 2010, the AGS Library Director, working
with Edmonton Branch volunteers, assessed the
Library’s collection and undertook a major cull
of out-of-date books thus freeing space for new
arrivals. The culled books were made available
at a “ take and donate” table and most found
new homes.

Norma Wolowyk created a spreadsheet of the
periodical collection which makesit much easier
to track our holdings and when they are due for
renewal. The new Library Directors have made




it a priority to consult with members,
particularly through the Special Interest Groups,
to verify the continued value of the periodicals
we do purchase and to get input on other
periodicals that would be a good addition to the
collection.

In May 2010, Edmonton Branch paid for a
subscription to the British geneal ogy website
“Find My Past” adding to our ongoing
subscription to Ancestry. The Library Directors
are consulting with the Special Interest Groups
to hear what other subscription-based websites
might be of value for members and patrons.

During 2010, book purchases were minimal but
with an increased acquisitions budget new
purchases are again underway and members are
encouraged to send in their suggestions. The
Library's collection of Local Historiesisindeed
the“jewel” in our collection and these books are
amongst the most heavily used.

We regret that Lynn isresigning from the
Committee but Heather has offered to take over

aacquisitions®.

Our Committee feels confident that we can
continue to manage the Branch Library and have
already discussed afew ideas to enhance library
use. Watch for them in the near future!! AND---
we wel come suggestions and ideas.

- Arlene Borgstede, Library Co-Director

Member ship Director

The Edmonton Branch Memberships for 2010
totalled 503 which was a decrease of 28 from
2009. Thistotal included 42 new membersin
2010. Asof January 26, 2011, 141 memberships
had not been renewed. In March 2010, 104 e-
mails were sent to 2009 members who had not
renewed. Forty-one responses were received,
many of whom had forgotten to renew, incorrect
addresses accounted for 10 and 53 did not
respond. Not all responders renewed.
Responses to the Member Volunteer Interests on
the 2010 Membership Application forms were
used to provide the Executive Committee with

potential volunteers for its various sub-
committees.

- Stewart Boyd, Membership Director

Publications Dir ector

CLANDIGGER, the newdletter of Edmonton
Branch AGS, isavailable: digitally through on-
line subscription, in print at our Genera
Meetings and in the Edmonton Branch AGS
Library. Back issues of CLANDIGGER are
available in the Edmonton Branch AGS Library.

The 9 issues of CLANDIGGER published in
2010 have featured: Program Reports; Reports
from the Executive; reporting of the
Correspondence sent on behalf of Edmonton
Branch; information regarding Special Interest
Groups; reports concerning on-going projects;
Library information, including new additionsto
the Library and other articles of genealogical
interest.

All articles of genealogical interest are welcome
additionsto CLANDIGGER. Articlesto be
published in CLANDIGGER are accepted before
the third Saturday of each month in which we
have a general meeting.

Subscribers to the Edmonton Branch Mailing
List receive their CLANDIGGER viaemail and
receive the other articles posted to the Mailing
List. The Edmonton Branch Mailing List isan
excellent conduit of genealogical information.
Posting articles on the Edmonton Branch
Mailing List insures the timely delivery of
information and announcementsto all the
subscribers. Articles for the Edmonton Branch
Mailing List may be posted to the List at any
time.

Everyone subscribed to the CLANDIGGER /
Edmonton Branch Mailing List in 2010 received
9 issues of CLANDIGGER and the 128 articles
of genealogical interest that were posted.

As of 31 December 2010, there were 518 people
subscribed to CLANDIGGER / Edmonton
Branch Mailing List.




Thank you to all who have contributed to
CLANDIGGER and the Edmonton Branch
Mailing List in the past year. The sharing of
knowledge and information is avaluable tool in
our genealogical adventures.

Thank you to the Executive for their
contributionsto CLANDIGGER and for their
support and assistance throughout the year.

Adele Goa, Publications [CLANDIGGER]

Archivist/Historian

| have collected and received documents related
to the activities of the Edmonton Branch of the
Alberta Genealogical Society. Thesewill be
recorded and given to the AGS Archivist to be
deposited in the Provincial Archives of Alberta.
My thanks to those who have contributed.

- Joan Green, Archivist/Historian

Genealogical Courses

In 2010, the Edmonton Branch offered the
Tracing Y our Family Tree coursein the spring
and inthefall. The spring course had 18
registrants and the fall course had 15 registrants.
Those who participated said they were very
pleased with the presentations and with the
material covered in the three Saturday sessions
that make up the course. The program could not
be offered without the support and participation
of Branch members who provide instruction on

the topics covered: Margaret Bendickson, Arlene

Borgstede, Heather Harper, Walter Meyer,
Claudine Nelson, Marion Rex, Melva Rabbins,
Katie White and Norma Wolowyk. | would like
to thank them all and also the library volunteers
who look after inquiries and registrations.

Two introductory sessions were provided to
outside groups, both provided by Margaret
Bendickson: the Canadian Federation of
University Women, Sherwood Park Branch, and
The Women® Canadian Club of Edmonton.

The Jasper-Y ellowhead Library asked about
having a speaker come for aworkshop in Jasper,
but we were unable to provide aresource

24
person. However, here in Edmonton, we were
able to suggest two possible speakers for a
presentation on Home Children that the
Edmonton Public Library organized to focus on
the Y ear of the Home Child.

- Margaret Mclnall, Genealogical Courses Chair

Genealogical Research

The Resear ch Services Committee for both
AGS and Edmonton Branch began meeting each
Friday at the AGS Library in 1999 and has
continued to do so since that year.

Participating during 2010 were Phil Bentley,
Gordon Berdahl, Gail Cockwill, Natalie
Edwards, John Hazelwood, Carol Martyniuk,
Claudine Nelson, Pat Pettitt, Melva Robbins,
Jeneane Roberts, and Norma Wolowyk. Shirley
Machan joined the Committee in 2010 and we
welcomed her participation.

Each week committee members selected queries,
did research in the AGS library and at other local
institutions, and responded by e-mail from their
own home or by mailing correspondence. A
guery database was compiled of surnames
researched, submitter's name, locality of inquiry,
type of query (e-mail, phone, letter, fax) and the
ID number assigned to each query. Sheila
Magjeau maintained this query database during
2010 and also processed credit card payments.

Charges hilled were fifty cents per page of
photocopying and two dollars per page of
computer printout from the AGS Master
Databank Files. Also, clients were encouraged
to send donations to the Society in appreciation
of the volunteer commitment given to their
gueries. These donations ranged from afew
dollars to over $100 and raised over $6000 for
the Branch.

Besides using the resources of the Society's
library, committee members used resources at
Provincial Archives of Alberta, the Legislature
Library, University of AlbertaLibrary,
Edmonton Public Library, City of Edmonton
Archives, etc. to thoroughly research a query.
They also accessed family history information,




on behalf of clients, through their own
subscriptions to paid genealogical sites.

401 queries were received by Edmonton Branch
AGS during 2010 with the majority received by
e-mail. As AGS received 348, the total queries
handled by the Committee was 749 for the year.
Thisisa16% increase over 2009.

Most of the queries received related to specific
families, with the others generally relating to
Society membership, how to obtain vital
statistics certificates, recommended genealogical
software, cemetery information, how to research,
etc. Using the online AGS Homestead Databases
we were able to assist families applying for the
Alberta Century Farm and Ranch Award by
providing copies of census and homestead
records. Copies of land records were charged at
$10 plus 50 cents per page of copy, with the
average file six to twelve pages.

About 60% of initial requests arrived because the
client had found a reference on the land files or
local history book databases on the AGS
website. In about 90% of these cases research
progresses to burial records, local history books,
newspaper articles, vital records information, etc.

The Alberta Genealogical Society Edmonton
Branch is very fortunate to have such a
wonderful group of dedicated researchers. Their
commitment to taking up the research challenge
and thus providing family history information to
people from around the world received many
expressions of appreciation from clients.

Thank you to Linda Winski, AGS Office
Coordinator, for handling the mail for the
Research Committee and handling credit card
payments by phone. Her kindness and support is
very much appreciated.

- NormaWolowyk, Genealogical Research
Chair
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Program
January - Mae Deans, Irene Moir, and Claude
Roberto- “Preserving the Present for the
Future- an introduction to the Alberta
Women’s | nstitute Collection at the
Provincial Archives.”

February - AGS member, Denise Daubert-
aFrom the Steppes of Russia.’° Thisresearch
story revolves around the immigration and
homesteading experience of The Vogels, a
family of German ancestry, who arrived in
Canada during awave of immigration in the
early 1900's.

March - Edmonton Branch member and
treasurer, Bonita Couper, on returning from a
trip to Chinaand Southeast Asia" A travelogue
and brief history about some sitesin China,
Okinawa, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Vietnam,
Singapore and Thailand.”

April - Edmonton Branch member, Lynn
Fogwill, " Devonshire to Newfoundland-one
journey amongst many." Thisstory beginsin
1501 with the migration of poor Devonshire men
to the fishing grounds of Newfoundland and
encompasses 450 years of connection between
Newfoundland and Devonshire as told through
the story of the Fogwill family.

May - Sherwood Park genealogist, Bobbi L ou
Gray, authored her first book, Lunenburg
Letters. She speaks of her research, the Foreign
Protestants of Nova Scotia, and the one family
who inspired her novel. 2The year is 1750, and
the British Government isrecruiting ‘ Foreign
Protestants' to settle in the new world. The
Mattern and Hess families have farmed together;
and faced poverty and religious persecution
together, in their small village in the German
Palatinate.

June - Edmonton Branch president, Walter
Meyer ,-“ Grosshdchstetten Death Records-
1826-1875.” Thisisasurvey looking at the ages
of various groups, causes of death, relevant
statistics and comparisons to recent times. A
discussion as to why the study was undertaken,
how it was done and what was |earned followed.




Edmonton Branch member, Gloria Cathcart, -a
light - hearted 2Here Comesthe Bride® based
on the idea + who did your ancestors know?
Adding to her research of an English wedding in
1892, Gloria showed an eclectic assortment of
wedding photos borrowed from our members.

September - adocumentary-2Bio-Dad.° Barry
Steven' s award winning documentary
aOffspring® was the result of histireless search
for his sperm donor father and the secrecy
behind the artificial insemination clinic in which
he was conceived. Without a definitive answer
to his question, he continued on to film the
follow up documentary, 2Bio-Dad® in which
updated DNA techniques were to change the
course of hislife.

October - Edmonton Branch member, Peter
Williams-° Resear ching the Family Histories
of British Nonconformists.® For decades
Family Historians have reported 2Brick walls® in
researching British Nonconformists which was
compounded in some churches by afailureto
release Church of England records for filming
and digitalization. Now online access to the
records and entire libraries of out of print
Victorian and Edwardian books in digital form
give adetailed view of nonconformists which
includes some of their family histories aswell as
their achievements on local, national and global
levels. Aredl life exampleillustrates a
previously lost family history that stretches from
17" Century England to the present day.

November - AGS member, Jean Crozier, author
of No Corner Boys Here, and winner of the
2008 IPPY Independent Publishers Book
Awards bronze medal for @est Non-Fiction,
CanadaWest©?t Began with a Scrap of
Paper® the story behind the book.

- Margaret Bendickson, Program Chair

Publicity

| have at |least doubled the numbers of contacts to
which we send the monthly meeting notices and
Family Tree Course information. | have been on
the telephone making lots of extra callsto
various new groups, etc. to seeif they are
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interested in starting to receive this information
for distribution to their members, staff and the
genera public coming into their locations. This
is one way we hope to increase our membership
numbers and provide awareness about the
Alberta Genealogical Society. The website
address has also been added to the monthly
M eeting notices and information about the
various Specia Interest Groups.

- Sharon Dyer, Publicity Chair

Corresponding Secretary

Cards sent in 2010:
Congratulations 3
Get Well 16
Specid Anniversary 4
Sympathy 26
Thank You 7
Thinking of You 4

Total 60
Details are in the 2010 issues of Clandigger

- Sheila M gjeau, Corresponding Secretary

Electronic Resour ces

John Hazelwood took over from Fred Vaneldik
in November and has carried on with the routine
duties, helping others use the equipment and
fixing minor glitches. Heis now arranging for
the increase of power to the computers and
printersin the Library in order to make them
work better.

- John Hazelwood, Electronic Resources

Webmaster

The Edmonton Branch website has been active
(685 average successful requests for web pages
per day) during the past year with no down time.

The design and devel opment of the Edmonton
Branch website has not changed in the last 15
years. To increase the effectiveness of the site,
we are considering changing the content from
static (content remains the same for each user) to
dynamic (prepared with fresh information for
each individual viewing). Migrating from

HTML (static) to Content Management System




(CMS) has many advantages. Here are afew
advantages related to our needs:
Easy to back-up and restore
Easy to maintain with no knowledge of
HTML
Easy to expand if there is aneed
Free. No cost to change from HTML to
open source software
Clandigger will be integrated into the
website. No need to maintain an extra
database for Clandigger
Integrated calendar, newsl etter and event
listings
Dynamic features such as forums, blogs,
and polls
Built in search function

Over the next few weeks we will develop and
test aCMS website. We may require afew
members to test the CM S website and offer there
feedbazck and comments. If you wish to
participate in the testing phase please watch for
an announcement in Clandigger.

Edmonton Branch Website Stats
from 21 Feb. 2010 to 21 Jan. 2011

Most active web pages:

1901 Census * search for a specific surname
View/Post Query

Busiest Months: March and October 2010
Slowest month: June 2010

Busiest days. Monday and Tuesday

Slowest day: Saturday

Busiest time: 3+4 p.m.

Slowest time: 1 +5am.

- Les Campbell, Webmaster

Land Files Project

Thisindexing project (called Edmonton Branch
AGS Land Files Project) was initiated in the fall
of 2005. Volunteersthat worked on the AGS
Homestead Project in celebration of Alberta s
100™ birthday wanted to further contribute
towards making Alberta s people history
accessible.
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It was decided to extract names from Accessions
1974.048 and 1989.435 held at the Provincial
Archives of Alberta. Thesefiles, on microfilm,
concern lands patented in Alberta after 1930.
The files concern land transactions dealing with
school lands (SL), grazing lands (GR) and
genera lands (GL -mainly homesteads). Many of
the files were active when land was transferred
from the Dominion Lands Branch of the Federa
Government to the Alberta government in 1930
so documents on the files may have an outside
date range of 1870 to late 1950.

Currently there are over 242,000 entries
searchable by surname, given name and legal
land description through the online database at
www.abgensoc.ca (post 1930 Land Files). The
extraction of names and the data-entry from 3600
microfilms has been completed. Work continues
on the proofreading and correction phases of the
project.

Work has also started on the merging of all land
files databases on the website. This part of the
project should be completed during 2010. This
will be awonderful research tool for those
looking to locate information on Alberta
families.

The Provincia Archives of Albertaalowed
volunteers to work on the project each Monday,
aday when the Reading Room is closed. We are
very appreciative of this privilege given to us
from 2002 until 2010. At the completion of the
land files project the Archives requested that
volunteers working on future indexing projects
come under the umbrella of the Provincial
Archives Volunteer Services. Thiswasavery
valid request and volunteers are now working on
indexing probate records from collection held at
the Archives. The contribution of the volunteers
is now recognized at the Archives annual
volunteer appreciation event.

- Norma Wolowyk

Volunteer Hours

Ivy Trumpour reported that the total number of
volunteer hours put in by Edmonton Branch
members during 2010 was 16,357.




Fort McMurray

Our membership total for 2010 is 15 members.
With the population this region holds (70 000+),
| would like to see an increase in memberships,
however, the fact remains that we are still avery
transient town, and as fast as people movein,
there are people moving out. | certainly
appreciate those members of ours that have
moved out of town, but continue to join our
library. Let it be known that your names come
up frequently when discussing the various
contributions you have made to our library, not
to mention the noticed absence of your personal
presence and friendly faces around town and our
library.

We have afull basic Executive:
President Tammy Grantham
Vice President Laverne Cormier
Past President Jock Howard
Treasurer Cathy Marriott
Secretary Bobbie Driscall
Librarian SheilaHale

Our volunteer hourstotalled 825 for all
activities. | want to express my heartfelt * Thank
you' to everyone that helps out at the library. It
makes it very easy to be a president when you
know that all you have to do is ask for help and
you get several replies of 2Sure, what do you
need done? | loveit when | get the offer of help
first, then the question of how later.

Over the year we have spent time on the
continuation of cataloguing our old reference
materials and coming up with afair money value
for insurance purposes.

We have added to our Canadian Census
collection and now have almost all the films
from 1842 up to 1891.

We have started to bring in the Hudson Bay
records from all the Forts that surround this area.
They are some interesting reading even if you do
not have family that worked for them. It sure
gives you agreat picture of how things were
back then. We have also been bringing in alot
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of local history books, and general indexed
materials (mostly from Canadian provinces) to
fill our shelves.

In March, we had Kim Pratt comeinto do a
presentation on the LDS Churches indexing
project. It was avery interesting presentation
and what aproject!! | must admit, | have already
made use of the material they have put online
and it has helped my research immensely.

We did have acasino in early July and received
the $52 794.00 from that event. Our next casino
was scheduled to be in the 4™ quarter of 2011 but
we have asked that it be deferred to the 3
quarter of 2012.

In August we participated in a2Get Up and Go
Wood Buffalo® fair. It was set up to give non-
profit and volunteer groups a space to showcase
their services. Though there was interest shown
at the event, it did not garner any new members.

In December we had our ‘ Pot Luck' dinner and
that was enjoyed by all.

S0, in conclusion, 2010 was a pretty good year
and | sincerely hope that 2011 will follow in
2010’ sfootsteps!

Tammy Grantham, President
Fort McMurray Branch

/4 GrandePrairie &
District

Membership: Our members number 69 which
is 23 more than in 2009. We attribute some of
the increase to our active publicity, maintaining
of amailing list and the free @enie service@ve
offer during publicity events and regularly in the
Library. We were saddened to lose long time
member, Morris Lee Burroughs, who passed
away on September 1, 2010.

Volunteer hours: 1397 submitted




2010 Executive:

President Maxine Maxwell

Past President  Judy Bradley

Vice President - vacant

Secretary - Janet L. Peterson

Treasurer - Gail Prette

Committees:

Cemeteries + Sharon Kokosha & Al Richards
Genies + Paulette Hrychiw & Bill Lappenbush
Newsl etter/Heritage Seekers + Judy Bradley
Historian/Edson Trail £ Fran Moore
Library/Volunteer Hours = Gail Schau
Membership/Volunteer Coordinator = Gwen
Richards

Obituaries tPaulette & Lynda Shopka
Publicity - Maxine Maxwell & Jean Gray
Research/Queries + Paul ette/ Joan Bowman
Website - Laura Turnbull

Programs:

January: llona Pradzinsky - DNA in Family
Research

February: AGM/Ethnic, Potluck Supper &
Guest Speaker - Campbell Ross, President of the
Peace Country Historical Society

March: Researching Y our Family Treein the
Library - Members Helping Members

April: Member, Al Bromling - Family Research
in Germany

May: Member & Archivist, Mary Nutting - A
Grande Education (her new book) & An Update
on Partnering Projects

June: Art Rigby - Lake Saskatoon Settlement &
Personal History

September: Leslie Pearson, South Peace
Regional Archives- A Walking Tour of the GP
Cemetery

October: Artifacts and Heirlooms, Members
Sharing

November: Allison Frissell - Childhood
Memories of Growing up in England During
War

We made our first archival submission of
minutes & financial records (1978 - 2005) to the
South Peace Regiona Archivesin Grande
Prairie, February 2010.

Projects:

(0]

We transcribed and photographed five
cemeteries and began a new project of
uploading all photos to our website. Al
Richards spearheaded the photography
project and began researching the privacy
and copyright implications.
Al Meyer created a power-point presentation
of photos and slides, showcasing our
activities, to play/loop at publicity events on
our AGS laptop.
We organized a successful fall workshop
featuring David Obee which attracted 42
attendees: roughly half were non-members
and a number from surrounding aress.
We represented our branch at a number of
publicity appearances & events including:

June 5 + Grande Prairie Mall

June 13 - Highland Games and received a
complimentary copy of the genealogy of the
featured McNell Clan for our library

Aug. 1 - Heritage Days at Grande Prairie
Museum

Aug. 31 - Community Connections Event
in the Public Library

Sept. 18 - Fairview Library presentation &
Genie session (10 attendees)

Oct. 22 & 23 - GP Museum, provided
group leaders for @antern ToursO®

Nov. 19 - Farm Woman® Conference
presentation (30 attendees)
"Ask Granny", anew project of visiting and
encouraging seniors to write their stories for
their families was approved
We continued to partner with similar
organizations, Regiona Archives, Historical
Society & the Edson Trail Centennial
Committee. We purchased affiliate
memberships & attended their meetingsin
order to present ourselves and assist where
we could
Geniesin the Library every Wednesday 7 - 9
PM, providing free public assistance
Our researchers continued to respond to a
number of interesting queries
We clipped and transcribed obituaries from
regional and local newspapers, organized
them into binders and sent the indexing
information to Laura Turnbull, to upload to




our website and to the @bituary Daily
Times9a free Roots/Ancestry site

0 We presented the annual, ®argaret Kay
Scholarship@o Ellen Thompson, an
Edmonton Branch member

0 We continued production of our quarterly
newsletter, ®leritage Seekers@nd with the
expertise of editor, Judy Bradley and the
submissions from members, were awarded
the AGS Kenneth Y oung Award in the 8est
Newsl etter@ategory
Towards our fundraising goals, we held two
garage sales, netting just over $700. We look
forward to our first casino in 2011.

In reflecting and writing about our Branch®
activitiesin 2010, | am reminded of how very
busy we redly were! | wish to acknowledge our
hard working Executive, Committee members,
and others, who willingly showed up and lent a
hel ping hand whenever the call went out. | have
to say that | am very appreciative and proud of
the wonderful support our members have shown
to myself and to our organization over this past
year. Their combined, generous donation of time
and commitment has given us agreat year, in
serving the genealogical community and in
attracting membersto AGS!

Maxine Maxwell, President
Grande Prairie & District Branch

Lethbridge & District

2010 Executive
President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Doug McLeod
Susan Haga
Phyllis Burnett
Pat Barry

Member ship: Our membership remained
constant at 50 households (59 members) and 3
organizations with 11 members outside of our
area

Branch Activities

The monthly meeting is held on the third
Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM. A short
business session is followed by a presentation.
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21 January: @Brick Walls, Pitfalls & Windfalls®
+ what are your stumbling blocks, what has lead
you astray and what have been your successes?

18 February: Following the Annual General
Meeting (no elections in 2010), Rod McLeod
gave atalk on @The History of Giscome®, its
growth, people and way of life. He also talked
about the Giscome Reunion.

18 March: RonnaByam of the FHS gave a
presentation on @Grosse I1leP - the human
guarantine station (1832 to 1937), especially
during the great cholera and typhus epidemics
that marked Canadian immigration in the first
half of the 19th century.

8 April: Presentation to the Taber Public
Library for 20 people.

15 April: Belinda Crowson from the Galt
Museum did a presentation on her book @We
Don't Talk About Those Women: Lethbridge
Red Light District 1880'sto 1944°.

24 April: We attended GenFair April 24 in
Medicine Hat where we sold books and
genealogy handouts.

May: Wetook part in the 2Lethbridge Historical
Festival Week® by holding an "Open House' on
May 4, 5, & 7. We extended ours hours from
10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. those 3 days. Pat and
Carol Barry agreed to put up a display depicting
the 1940’ s (this year' s theme).

20 May: After the meeting we had a2Work Bee?
for the Garage sale in June

4,5 June: Garage Sale - We hold our garage
sales every 2 years. Because of the amount of
items we had for sale we started the sale Friday
evening 4 June and all day Saturday 5 June 2010.
After the sale we had a social evening at one of
our member's home. Sales from the garage sale
totalled just over $2000.00.

30 June: We held a Library Volunteer
Appreciation Party at the Branch Library.




16 September: Following the business meeting
AGS President K. Liam Hobbes brought
greetings from AGS and talked about the AGS
and ideas he has. A socia followed giving
members an opportunity to meet Liam and
discuss their concerns.

21 October: Beverly & Kenneth Rees gave a
presentation on "Legacy family tree genealogy
software' available on line, including:

- Legacy 7.4

- Legacy Add-Ons

25 November: Instead of a meeting we held our
Annua International Dinner where members and
guests bring an ethnic dish to share.

2010 Projects
Ongoing collecting, indexing and scanning of
obits from the Lethbridge Herald
Ongoing collecting BMD information from
the Vulcan newspaper micro-films
Answering research requests
Updating of City Cemetery listings from the
City of Lethbridge

Research
Eleanor McMurchy and Phyllis Burnett did
research for 39 requestsin 2010. The requests
came from the following areas.
AB =20 BC=7
SK=1 ON=1
NS=1 England =1
Scotland = 2 Ireland = 1
USA=9
TOTAL =43

Volunteer Hours: 3124

Doug McLeod, President
Lethbridge & District Branch
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This past year 2010 has been a productive year
for our Society. We began our year with the
ongoing preparations for our Casino, the
reviewing of our library of geneal ogy
information and most important the Alberta
Genealogical Society Gen Fair being co-hosted
by Medicine Hat and Brooks. The Gen Fair was
a success with more than 120 people attending.

A committee of three ladies is now running our
library. They were well into reorganizing the
books when we were informed of a pending
move to another room in our building. There was
alot of work to move and rearrange the large
volume of books, journals and obituaries.

Library work never seemsto end.

Our Saamis Seeker News was in need of an
editor/coordinator and three members have taken
on thejob. Their first Saamis Seeker was a great
success. They are alwaysin need of stories and
information to publish. Please assist them by
passing on your stories, successes and failuresin
researching your families. Many geneal ogy
researchers and interested people besides our
own members read our newspaper.

Our member ship increased to 51 this year and
there are as many as 30 members who come to
our regular meetings. Our average is about 20
members. | am very impressed with our
attendance at our meetings along with the input
from our members.

We have information booths at our Canada Day
and Heritage Day celebrations with alot of
interest showed by the general public. We will
continue to be a presence at these festive
occasions.

Our computer trainer has purchased a new
projector and screen for our presentations, which




is a benefit to our members. She continues to
provide training to any interested member. We
also collect Co-op receipts and return them for
cash money.

There were four members who received their 30-
year membership awards thisyear. Thanksfor
being here.

| filled in as President in September and wanted
to do a?needs assessment® for our Society. | was
happy to see most members were happy with the
way we are working and suggested shorter, faster
meetings to give more time for our programs.
We ended our year with a Christmas party and a
complete move to another room in our building.
This new room islarger and more elegant than
the last room. | am very happy to bein our new
library room and anticipate many good and
fruitful meetingsto come in 2011.

Web: mhgs.abgensoc.ca
E-mail: mhgs@telus.net

Clark Lang
President, Medicine Hat & District Branch

Peace River & District

4

il |2 Echoes of the Past?

Volunteer Hours: 830
Members; 13

This year was one of constantly adapting to
changes in membership, meeting dates and
locations due to members moving, Library
renovations and administrative decisions in other
organizations.

In January we met at the Library and Marilyn
Butler gave a Workshop on the LDS 2Indexing
Project.° She showed us how we could assist in
the digital indexing of documents to be added to
the LDS Center in Salt Lake City. We were able
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to practice using the program on the Library
computers. Some of our members are interested
in pursuing this Project.

At our February meeting Denise Fortier held a
Workshop on the LDS Personal Ancestral File
program. We all had an opportunity to explore
this program and begin to document our family
history.

Our April meeting was atraining session using
the@Word® program to make a Family Calendar,
with an opportunity to practice on the Library
computers. Later in the month we hosted a
Coffee Party to say goodbye to long time
member and coordinator of the LDS Family
Centre Marilyn Butler who was moving to
Lethbridge.

In June the local Library moved into temporary
guarters while the present site is being renovated.
We held our meeting at the local Learning
Centre, however all our resources were in boxes
to be transported to the temporary Library.

In September former member Dianne Rabchak
gave a presentation on how to organize and
record your Genealogy information. We
welcomed Pat Proscurnak as a new member from
Manning.

At the October meeting members decided to
partner with the Museum at their display of
Quilts and Scrapbooks in January. We would
have genealogy books, family histories, DVD's
and other resources available for participants on
how to organize and develop their family history.
Two members of our Branch attended the Dave
Obee Workshop in Grande Prairie and shared the
information with our members.

We held our Annual General Meeting in
November at the Museum and the following
Officers were acclaimed.

Joan Wahl
Wendy Dyck
Cindy Tosh
Denise Fortier

President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President




Our meetings at the Museum have provided the
opportunity for closer collaboration with the
Museum staff and Board and they have
purchased a membership and send a
representative to our meetings.

We did not meet in December and look forward
to an exciting and productive 2011.

Joan Wahl, President
Peace River & District Branch

Red Deer & District

The year 2010 had its challenges. No one
wished to step forward and assume the roll of
President. This dilemmawasfinally resolved in
November when Lianne Kruger came forward.
Thanks very much Lianne for sharing your time
and talent with Red Deer members. Our thanks
go out to Peter Darby for bravely carrying on for
months past his best before date.

Organizations all over are having difficulties

finding volunteers to carry on with very useful
projects; some aretoo old to carry the load and
young people shy away from sharing their time
and talent. Will the day come when many of our
community organizations cease to exist for lack
of volunteers?

Our Library is available during daytime

business hours. We have lost our evening
privileges as the City has cut back funding of the
Museum and Archives where we have shared
work and facilities for anumber of years.

We are very fortunate indeed to be able to use a
classroom at the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter
Day Saints, thanks to Peter Darby and Lianne
Kruger.

Meetings and Speakers

January: John Lund: Scanning Photographs and
their use to Enhance Geneal ogy

February: Peter Darby: On-line Maps and
Gazetteers for British Research.

March: Members sharing experiences of
researching in various countries.
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April: Mary Joan Cornett: Research in Scotland
and Ireland.
May: Lianne Kruger: Google for Genalogists
June: Wrap up pot-luck supper and a chance to
meet the spouses of our Members.
July 1: Several volunteers braved a cold windy
day to look after an information table at Canada
Day celebrations.
July / August: No meetings.
September: Radomir Bilash and David
Makowsky: Family research and Alberta-
Ukraine Genealogical Project.
October: Deanna Bullock: Managing your
Genealogical Papers Before They Manage to
Overwhelm Y ou!
November: Four volunteers spoke to a group at
the City Library wanting to hear about various
hobby ideas. The topic was about Eureka Finds.
Also in November, members shared and told
about their prized keep sakes from ancestors.
December: Hard to contend with Christmas as
our meetings are the fourth Wednesday.

Projects: Indexing of Births, Marriages and
Deaths as published in the local papers.
Down sizing and pricing Library Holdings.

Member ship in 2010 was 66 members.
Volunteer hoursfor 2010 were 679.

2010 Executive
President: Peter Darby / Lianne Kruger
Vice-President: Diane Lehr
Past President: Joanne Allen
Secretary: Bev Flynn
Treasurer: May McKinnon
Membership Secretary: Betty Barnhill
Cemetery Coordinator: Larry Johnston
Publicity: Ruth Greig
Librarian: Janet Coatham / Joanne Allen
Computer / Research requests. Mary Joan
Cornett
aTree Climber® Editor: Jim Coutts
Program Coordinators. Peter Darby
Diane Lehr
Mary Joan Cornett
AGS Representative: Vic Willoughby

Vic Willoughby, AGS Board Rep







Archivist

Over the course of 2010 | continued to go
through records submitted by officers of the
Society as well as members of the Branches.
The work is aways interesting especiadly the
publications. Being able to read the inspirational
material generated by members of the Society
and have it considered one's 'work' isareal perk
to this position. | submitted some changes to the
aCollection and Care of Archival Materials® and
the 2Disposition of Records® to the Board. My
recommendations were accepted and the
procedures have been placed in the Operations
Manual. It is my hope the example of
aDigposition of Records® will make the
preparation of materials for submission much
easier. As well, | am available to assist those
responsible for record-keeping at any time. |
have agreed to continue in my position for
another term.

Mary Ann Legris, Archivist

Conference

2010 brought in two new Conference Co-Chairs
for the 2011 Conference - Shannon Cherkowski
and Adele Goa. We give special thanks to our
predecessor Sandra Vaneldik for her wisdom and
support.

This endeavor brought many learning curves for
us both. In February 2010 a comments sheet was
mailed out with Relatively Speaking. We
requested input from our members asto likes and
dislikes about past conferences, preferences for
speakers and so on. 14 responses were received
from the 700+ mailed out.

We were fortunate to have the AGS Edmonton
Branch cover the cost of the name tags that we
were able to purchase at agreat price.

We chose the theme of 2Unlocking Doorsto the
Past® for the 2011 Conference. Special thanksto
Kristen Bucs (Shannon' s eldest daughter) who
prepared the artwork of the wooden door with
the skeleton key in it that we used in our
advertisements.

A blog spot on the internet was made in order to
provide more advertisement for the Conference.
The blog spot by year end was viewed over 800
times.

We tried a new avenue of obtaining sponsorship
from companies to obtain funds to assist towards
the Conference costs. The Provincial Archives of
Alberta and the Archives Society of Alberta have
graciously supplied funds to cover the costs of
pastries for the weekend. Thisisanice addition
to our conference asthisis an expensive item we
have not been able to provide previously.

Our Confer ence Committee consists of
Shannon Cherkowski, Co-Chair - Programme,
Speakers, Syllabus

Adele Goa, Co-Chair - Programme, Speakers,
Editor

Norma Wolowyk - Registration

Judy Bradley - Vendors

SheilaMajeau - Registration Assistant

Craig Newman - Tours

Bonita Couper - Treasurer

Sandra Vaneldik - Advisor and Audio/Visual
John Hazelwood - Technical Support
LindaWinski - AGS Office Coordinator

We are looking forward to afun-filled
informative Conference, April 16 & 17", 2011 at
the Chateau Louis Hotel & Conference Centre.

Shannon Cherkowski and Adele Goa
AGS 2011 Conference Co-Chairs




Gaming

AGS Casino event

AGS held acasino event on February 12 & 13,
2010 at Century Casino in Edmonton. Our
proceeds from the event totalled $72,450.25.

We had atotal of 52 volunteers sign up for one
of the four shifts over the two days. For this
event, all volunteers were from the Edmonton
area. Thank you to all for their cheerful
willingness to help.

Our next casino event for AGS has been
approved for the 1% Qtr of 2012 at Century
Casino, Edmonton. We will recelve actual dates
in November 2011.

MLA Advisory Committeereport

An MLA Committee was struck to review
gaming in Albertain September 2009. Both Bob
Atcheson and | attended a round-table discussion
on the topics under review and AGS sent aletter
to the review committee outlining our concerns/
solutions to the questions.

The government received the committee®report
and recommendationsin March 2010 and
released the report in October 2010. The decision
of the government is to "not make any changes at
thistime". Instead they have asked AGLC for
further analysis and research. In the meantime,
the existing AGLC policies remain unchanged.

Branch gaming events

Casino: All Branches (except Edmonton) are
eligible to hold casino events but some need to
share with another branch. Each branch hasto go
through the AGL C application processes. At
present, Grande Prairie, Brooks/Medicine Hat,
and Fort McMurray have held or will hold
casinos to help raise funds.

Raffle or 50/50:
Medicine Hat has been holding 50/50 draws at
local meetings to help raise funds.

Laura Turnbull, AGS Gaming

Grants/Fundraising

AHRF Sponsor ship

In 2010, AGS received $35,000 in sponsorship
funding from Alberta Historical Resources
Foundation (AHRF) funded by the Alberta
Lottery Fund. The Sponsorship received from
AHREF is applied to expenses incurred for our
publications, genealogical training programs and
workshops, business meetings and genera
administration.

Research

In 2010, $12,000.00 was raised for the Society
through donations received for answering
research queries. These research queries are, for
the most part, providing hard copies of Alberta
Homestead Records as aresult of the finding aid
that we put online. Thanks to the research team
from Edmonton Branch who answers most of
these queries.

Community Spirit Program Grant

Our application for the Community Spirit
Program Grant was approved and we received a
chegue in the amount of $3,838.50. Our thanks
to the Community Spirit program for their
continued support.

Marion Rex, Grants/Fundraising

Library

Library volunteers have completed the FADS
(flag and dot system) project that started in the
fall of 2009. Thanksto all the volunteersfor
their commitment to this project. Outdated
resources and resources that have not been
circulating are now weeded from the collection.

The inventory project required the specific
knowledge and skills that the technical services
volunteers have. Shirley Machan, Gail Cockwill,
and Norma Wolowyk began the project in May
and completed the physical inventory of the main
collection in September.




It is evident that the Technical Services
catalogue system is very dated. A report has been
sent to the AGS President to provide background
information about the current system and
recommendations on what changes need to occur
to maintain and grow avibrant collection.

Thiswas ayear of transition. The Edmonton
Branch Library Directors Group has been most
helpful in assisting with the various issues that
had to be handled thisyear. A draft document of
donation guidelines was written to assist
volunteers with answering any questions they
may be asked.

The Library continues to loan books to the AGS
members. Three mail outs were done this year.
The cost of mailing resourcesis escalating. This
policy should be reviewed regarding the use of
other methods of sharing resources with all
members outside City limits.

Purchasing, cataloguing and processing of
resources are ongoing. During the past year
Edmonton Branch acquired 16 new resources
and AGS acquired 32 new resources.

Thanksto Vivian Etty who processed all
incoming periodicals. Shirley Machan has made
avaluable contribution to catal oguing resources
for many years. Thanksfor al her volunteer
work. It is greatly appreciated and she continues
to be an advisor in this area. Gail Cockwill
continues to process resources. Her experience
and knowledge allows members to access all the
new resources in the Library. Thanks Gail.
Norma Wolowyk has assisted with the transition
and her help has been invaluable.

Win Sebelius, AGS Library

Master Surname Database

In the Fall of 2010, | accepted the nomination to
hold the Alberta Genealogical Society Master
Surname Database Chair position. | would like
to thank my predecessor Fred Vaneldik for all
the time and hard work he put in to working with
the records and the database.
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| look forward to working with all the branches
as we continue to preserve the information on
headstones. Astime goes by, information on the
headstones deteriorates. It isimportant for usto
continue to preserve the information by
continuing to visit cemeteries, take notes and
even take pictures if possible.

In November 2010, the AGS Surname Database
and Census Nominal Rolls received the 2010
Recognition Award at the 36" Annual Edmonton
Historical Board Recognition & Plague Awards.
It is quite an honour for the AGS to receive such
an award. Specia thanksto AGS members Peter
and Rose Goutbeck who began this project and
to all of those who have spent countless hours
working together to compile alist of burials that
now numbers over 700,000 entries.

We are working diligently to get a betaform of
the database ready for upload to the AGS
website. It will be available to members only,
and under password protection.

¥

Shannon Cherkowski, AGSM SD Chair
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Hello Everyone

Member ship

This year has drawn to a close; membership
renewal formswere all sent out and are being
returned.

| have made some excursions, at my expense to
meet with groups that are pursuing an interest in
genealogy. At each of these sessions | conveyed
what belonging to the AGS group meant to me.
At most of these sessions one or two of the
people attending were members or had been a




member of AGS and therefore werein the
position to be able to share what they had
received from AGS with their group. The most
frequently asked question was regarding the
Surname Database, some of those that are
members found they could not use it from home,
all were looking forward to an updated version
that they could use from home.

Referring to the above trips only one was already
abranch and | do thank them for the invitation.

| will not be making any more trips at my
expense.

Our total membership number for 2010 was
lower than in 2009. Increasing our membership
isachalenge that we will al have to embrace in
the future.

Val Peden, Membership Chairperson, AGS

AGS Membership stats 2010

Branch Name ‘2009 2010

AGS all members 838
Brooks 25
Camrose 20

Drayton Valley 21

Edmonton
Fort McMurray 15

Grande Prairie 69
Lethbridge 50
Medicine Hat 48

Peace River 13

Red Deer 66
\Wetaskiwin 32

No Branch 16

Membership (including multiple branches)

Multiple branch memberships 40

AGS/Total Members (excluding multiple br)

Publications

Just over $1000 was raised from the sale of
publications during 2010. All but $100 of this
comes from subscription sales of Relatively
Speaking. Other salesinclude the vital statistics
book and cemetery printouts from the AGS
Master Surname Databank.

Often there are requests for printouts of
cemeteries but when the person is contacted they
are looking for specific buria record information
and so the request is forwarded to the AGS
Research Services Committee.

Norma Wolowyk, Publications

Relatively Speaking

Once again we considered ourselves very
fortunate to have had a full bank of material from
which to select articles for publication
throughout 2010. Many of these centred on the
British Home Child theme we selected to focus
on following the parliamentary decision to
designate 2010 as the Y ear of the British Home
Child. Aswell, we were able to cluster articles
on similar topicsin amini-theme format in
individual issues and, in the November issue, to
introduce what we hope might be an ongoing
series of articlesin 2011 issues on Métis
research.

We continued, as always, to strive for balance in
selected articles with the hope that readers will
glean from the experiences our authors so
interestingly chronicle some tidbits that will help
them with their own research. We have been
heartened with the connections made by readers
from some of these articles as well asfrom
Queries — 2010 was particularly activein this
regard.

We were most appreciative of the continued
support from contributors this past year given the
space created by the absence of the What’'s New
in the Library segment. In the fall we discussed
the future of this feature with the new library




committee and learned that they will no longer
be able to provide this feature. We will be
looking at revisiting thisin a different format,
possibly including input from al the branch
libraries, and looking for a volunteer to prepare it
quarterly.

There were no changes to our committee
members this past year and we wish to thank
these members along with our regular feature
contributors — Judy Bradley, Shirley Machan,
Grant Nicol, Hal O'Nell, Lesley O'Neil, Pat
Pettitt, and Peter Williams — for their ongoing
efforts. We also wish to acknowledge the strong
support we receive from the AGS Board, without
which the quality of Relatively Speaking would
be diminished.

Marilyn Hindmarch & Peter Staveley
Co-editors, Relatively Speaking

Resear ch

The Resear ch Services Committee for both
AGS and Edmonton Branch began meeting each
Friday at the AGS Library in 1999 and has
continued to do so since that year.

Participating during 2010 were Phil Bentley,
Gordon Berdahl, Gail Cockwill, Natalie
Edwards, John Hazelwood, Carol Martyniuk,
Claudine Nelson, Pat Pettitt, Melva Robbins,
Jeneane Roberts, and Norma Wolowyk. Shirley
Machan joined the Committee in 2010 and we
welcomed her participation.

Each week committee members selected queries,
did research in the AGS library and at other local
institutions, and responded by e-mail from their
own home or by mailing correspondence. A
guery database was compiled of surnames
researched, submitter's name, locality of inquiry,
type of query (e-mail, phone, letter, fax) and the
ID number assigned to each query. Shella
Majeau maintained this query database on
computer during 2010 and also processed credit
card payments.

Charges billed were fifty cents per page of
photocopying and two dollars per page of
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computer printout from the AGS Master
Databank. Also, clients were encouraged to send
donations to the Society in appreciation of the
volunteer commitment given to their queries.
These donations ranged from a few dollars to
over $100 and raised $12,000 for the Society.

Besides using the resources of the Society's
library, committee members used resources at
Provincial Archives of Alberta, the Legislature
Library, University of AlbertaLibrary,
Edmonton Public Library, City of Edmonton
Archives, etc. to thoroughly research a query.
They also accessed family history information,
on behalf of clients, through their own
subscriptions to paid genealogical sites.

348 queries were received by AGS during 2010
with the majority received by e-mail. As
Edmonton Branch AGS received 401, the total
gueries handled by the Committee was 749 for
theyear. Thisisa16% increase over 20009.

Most of the queries received related to specific
families, with the others generally relating to
Society membership, how to obtain vital
statistics certificates, recommended genealogical
software, cemetery information, how to research,
etc. Using the online AGS Homestead Databases
we were able to assist families applying for the
Alberta Century Farm and Ranch Award by
providing copies of census and homestead
records. Copies of land records were charged at
$10 plus 50 cents per page of copy, with the
average file six to twelve pages.

About 60% of initial requests arrived because the
client had found a reference on the land files or
local history book databases on the AGS
website. In about 90% of these cases research
progresses to burial records, local history books,
newspaper articles, vital records information, etc.

The Alberta Genealogical Society isvery
fortunate to have such a wonderful group of
dedicated researchers. Their commitment to
taking up the research challenge and thus
providing family history information to people
from around the world received many




expressions of appreciation from clients during
2010.

Thank you to Linda Winski, AGS Office
Coordinator, for handling the mail for the
Research Committee and processing the credit
card payment slips. Her kindness and support is
very much appreciated.

Norma Wolowyk, Research Services

Website
AGS website: http://abgensoc.cal

Homestead | ndex:

The homestead indexing project is almost
complete and, as of thiswriting, 521,882
records are available. Thisis an increase of
49,440 recordsin the last year. Records are still
being added so don®forget to check for updates.

Index to Selected Alberta History Books:

This al-name index contains all of the names
that appear throughout the pages of selected
Albertalocal history books held in Edmonton by
the Alberta Geneal ogical Society and the AGS
Edmonton Branch library. Thusit captures the
names of people, organizations and places that
are mentioned in books which previously had no
index at all, aswell asthose that are buried in the
stories of neighbours and therefore may not have
appeared in any previous book index. At present,
thisindex contains over 89,000 entriesfrom
over 100 books.

@1 embers OnlyCsection:

All issues of Relatively Speaking for 2010 were
uploaded to the ® embers Only@ection of the
website. Issues for 2008 and 2009 are also
available.

Work is being done to include the "Cemetery
Database” in this section for members to access.
Watch for developmentsin thisareain 2011.
To access the @ember s onlyCsection you will
need the user name and password that is issued
to you on the back of your membership card.
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Facebook:
A new feature this year is a @age@n Facebook
where new information is highlighted and
upcoming meeting details are posted. Click on
the link on our main page and become a €an@f
your organization.

Ongoing features:

Branches + details of websites, meetings, library,
and publications.

Calendar + showing al meetings/ events for
AGS and all Branches, if known.

Conference and workshops + including
registration packages and/or posters.

Library Holdings catalogue for both AGS and
Edmonton Branch online in a searchable
database.

Research services + how to access the excellent
volunteers who are able to search many Alberta
sources

Publications and Scholarships Available.

| encourage all members to check out the website
for information on many areas of AGS activities.
These include: branch contacts, membership,

bylaws, executive, conferences and workshops,
master surname database, publications, queries,
and research services.

Also available on the website is a Calendar
which lists ALL the Branch meetings, Special
Interest Group (SIG) meetings, AGS Board
meetings and other events as | am made aware of
them. Please let me know of any items that need
to be included.

Suggestions for changes and/or additions for the
website are always welcome. | can be contacted
through the AGS mailing address or by email at
<webmaster @abgensoc.ca>.

Laura Turnbull, Website Manager




Excerpts from the Branch Financial Reports 2010
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Revenue
AGS Grants

Other Grants
Courses/Workshops

Donations
Fundraising (incl. Casino/Bingo)
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1,000

2,485
2,724 112
54,787

2,091
3,012 2

112
5,370

GenFair 2010
GST Rebate
Interest/Investment Income
Library
Memberships
Newsletter
Photocopying
Publications
Research

Misc. Income
Total Revenue

976
48
8,400

23,127
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Expenses
Ad istration & Office
Advertising
Bank Charges
Courses/Workshops
Donations
Furniture/Equipment
Fundraising Expenses
GenFair 2010
GST Expenses
Library/Periodicals
Membership & SIGs
Newsletter/Publications
Photocopying/Printing

-
L4

Projects

Publicity

Rent/Meetings

Research

Social Events

Speakers 400 11

Website / Internet 848

Misc. Expenses 62 511 24 200 458
2,173 13,771] 27,747 3,906 5,115

Total Expenses

1,549
1,865

6,834

525] 9.357] 30,600  967]

Excess Revenue over Expenses
6,195

4,271
61
160

5,417(106,365) 62,542

Balance - Jan. 1, 2010

Accounts Receivable 236 0
Accounts Payable 0 0
Balance - Dec. 31, 2010 4,891| 115,958

1,249
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Brooks & District Branch
President: David Fionn Clarke
Box 1538, Brooks, AB T1R 1C4
Phone: (403) 362-2732

Website:
www.eidnet.org/local/agsbrooks
Meets second Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Community Cultural Centre
Main Floor, Room 122

327 Third Street West

Brooks, AB

Camrose Branch

President: Fay Carlson

6211 Enevold Drive

Camrose, AB T4V 4K2

Phone: (780) 672-8431

Website: http://camrose.abgensoc.ca
Meets second Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Camrose Public Library, Downstairs
Boardroom

Camrose, AB

Drayton Valley Branch
President: Colleen Andersen
P.O. Box 115

Rocky Rapids, AB TOE 170
Phone: (780) 542-2787

Email: ags.dvbranch@gmail.com
Meets third Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Wishing Well Apts.

5102-46 Avenue.

Drayton Valley, AB

Edmonton Branch
President: John Althouse

Unit 162, 14315 + 118 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5L 4S6

Phone: (780) 424-4429

Fax: (780) 423-8980

Email: agsedm@interbaun.com
Website: agsedm.edmonton.ab.ca
Meets fourth Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Place: 14315 + 118 Avenue
Edmonton, AB
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Ft. McMurray Branch
President: Tammy Grantham
325 Signal Road

Ft. McMurray, AB  T9H 3W1
Phone: (780) 743-8904

Email: ftmacgen@telus.net
Website: users.rootsweb.com/~
abfmags/index.html

Meets second Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Hill Drugs Building

Ft. McMurray, AB

GrandePrairie & District

Branch

President: Maxine Maxwell
P.O. Box 1257

Grande Prairie, AB T8V 471
Phone: (780) 766-2920
Email: gp@abgensoc.ca
Website: http://gp.abgensoc.ca/
Meets third Tuesday, 7 p.m.
Grande Prairie Public Library
101, 9839 + 103 Avenue
Grande Prairie, AB

Lethbridge & District Branch
President: Nestor Martinez

Rm. 128, 909 + 3" Avenue North
Lethbridge, AB T1H OH5

Phone: (403) 328-9564

Email: |ethags@theboss.net
Website:
http://lethbridgeags@theboss.net
Meets third Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Provincial Admin. Building
909-3" Avenue North

Lethbridge, AB

MedicineHat & District.

Branch

President: Clark Lang

P.O. Box 971

Medicine Hat, AB T1A 7G8
Phone: (403) 526-5188

Email: mhgs@telus.net
www.mhgs.abgensoc.ca/

Meets first Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
974 + 13" St. SW, Medicine Hat,AB

* +49%

Peace River & District

Branch

President: Joan Wahl

9807 + 97 Avenue

Peace River, AB T8S 1H8
Phone: (780) 624-2369

Email: jfwahl @telusplanet.net
Website: rootsweb.com/~abprdgs/
Meets third Thursday, 7 p.m.
Peace River Library

Peace River, AB

Red Deer & District Branch
President: Lianne Kruger

P. O. Box 922

Red Deer, AB T4N 5H3
Phone: (403) 227-2646

Email: rdbrags@telus.net
Website: www.rdgensoc.ab.ca
Meets fourth Wednesday, 7 p.m.
LDS Church

3002 £ 47 Avenue

Red Deer, AB

Wetaskiwin Branch
President: Anne Wildcat

Box 93

Hobbema, AB  TOC 1NO

Phone: (780) 585-3772

Email: wetaskiwin@abgensoc.ca
Website:
http://wetaskiwin.abgensoc.ca/
Meets third Tuesday (except July,
August and December) at 7 p.m.
Wetaskiwin Branch Resource Centre
4904 + 51 Street




