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OBJECTSOF THE SOCIETY

The objects of the society are:

To promote the study of genealogy and

geneal ogical research within the Province of
Alberta.

To encourage adherence to accuracy and
thoroughness in research.

To encourage and instruct membersin ethical
principles, scientific methods and effective
techniques of genealogical research and defend
the standards of genealogy from incompetent
and disreputable persons.

To assemble alibrary of genealogical guides,
handbooks, reference sources, family and local
histories, and other books and materials which
may assist the members, all of which will be
available to members.

To publish such bulletins, booklets, pamphlets,
or other documents as may be found desirable
and expedient by the Board of the Society and
to make the same available to the members and
others on such terms and conditions as may be
determined by the Board.

To establish friendly relations with other
geneal ogical societies for exchange of ideas and
information and the promation of common
interests.

To enter into arrangements with other

geneal ogical societies for the publication of
bulletins, booklets, books, pamphlets, or other
documents on such terms and conditions as may
be found desirable and expedient by the Board.
To promote seminars and workshops on

geneal ogical research and methodol ogy and
such other studies as may seem helpful to the
members.

To provide a centre and suitable meeting place
for various activities of the Society and its
members by rent or purchase or otherwise.

To encourage the establishment of Branches of
the Society under such terms and conditions as
the Bylaws of the Society may from timeto
time provide.

To achieve the foregoing objects, funds may be
raised and donations, gifts, legacies and
bequests accepted.

Registered 25 May 2001




Highlights of the 2009 Annual Report

OUR MISSION: To provide support and services for people researching their family
history and geneal ogy.

Active and growing since 1973

Serving approximately 900 members through eleven branches around the province
Contributing nearly 30,000 reported volunteer hoursin 2009

Mailing and exchanging our quarterly journal Relatively Speaking to over 70 libraries
and Societies

Running 20 or more branch and ‘special interest group’ meetings monthly

Holding an annual genealogical conference or similar event for members and the
general public

Volunteering in many community libraries, museums, archives and other facilities
Responding to 648 research queriesin 2009

Printing a catalogue that lists the holdings of the AGS Library and making the
catalogue available from the Society. (A digitized copy is available for printing from
the AGS website.)

Placing the holdings of the AGS and Edmonton Branch libraries online in a searchable
database

Maintaining a full subscription to Ancestry.com for use by library patrons

Funded through membership fees, sponsorship monies from the Alberta Historical
Resources Foundation, donations, gaming events and other activitiesin local
communities

One paid part-time staff

Selected Branch Highlights:

Brooks: Partnered with Medicine Hat branch in holding our first Casino. Continuing the
partnership as work together to plan the 2010 GenFair for April 2010

Canrose: Participated in Founders' Day, August 2009. Volunteered at Camrose Library book
sales and continued compiling BMD’ s from the Camrose Canadian. Held 2 workshops

Drayton Valley:Moved to the Wishing Well Apartments due to renovations at the Shangri La Lodge.
Had very successful workshops and speakers who really added to monthly meetings

Grande Prairie:Experienced a growth in membership due to a variety of public relations events that
resulted in an increased awareness in the community and growing interest and
involvement in genealogical activities

Red Deer Completion of the Meeres project after 6 years of work. Finding anew place for
meetings and having excellent guest speakers.
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Alberta Genealogical Society (AGYS)

37" Annual General Meeting

Saturday April 24, 2010 at 12:45 pm
Medicine Hat Esplanade Arts & Heritage Centre 401 — 1% Street E, Medicine Hat, AB

AGENDA

. Call to Order

. Approval of Agenda

. Approval of the Minutes of the 36th Annual General Meeting
Business Arising

. President' s Report

. 2009 Branch Reports

6.1 Brooks 6.7 Lethbridge
6.2 Camrose 6.8 Medicine Hat
6.3 Drayton Valley 6.9 PeaceRiver
6.4 Edmonton 6.10 Red Deer
6.5 Fort McMurray 6.11 Wetaskiwin
6.6 Grande Prairie

7. Executive and Committee Reports

8. Acceptance of Branch, Executive and Committee Reports

9. 2009 Audited Financia Statement and 2010- 2012 Budget - Brian Dunlop

10. Appointment of the Auditor for 2010

11. Election of Officers, Appointment of Committee Chairpersons, Introduction of Officers
for the 2010- 2011 Term

12. Courtesy Motions

13. Change of Signing Authority

14. Adjournment




Minutes of the

Alberta Genealogical Society (AGS)

36" Annual General Meeting
Saturday, April 18, 2009 at 12:45 PM
Grand Ballroom, Chateau L ouis Conference Center
11727 Kingsway Avenue, Edmonton, AB
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1. Call to Order:
President, Vic Willoughby, called the 36™ Annual General Meeting to order at 12:45 pm.

2. Approval of the Agenda:
There were no deletions or additions to the Agenda.

MOVED by Bob Atcheson that the Agenda be adopted.
Seconded by Graham Lowe

3. Approval of the Minutes of the 35th Annual General M eeting:

MOVED by Judy Bradley that the minutes of the 35th Annual General Meeting be adopted as presented.
Seconded by Doug McLeod Carried

4. Business Arising:
There was no business arising from the Minutes.

5. President’s Report:
Vic referred to hisreport as circulated on page 10 of the 2009 Annual Report. His objective of visiting all 11
branches has been accomplished. He thanked the members at each one for their hospitality.

6. 2008 Branch Reports:
6.1 Brooks+ as presented in the 2008 Annual Report.
6.2 Camrose = as presented in the 2008 Annua Report.
6.3 Drayton Valey + aspresented in the 2008 Annual Report.
6.4 Edmonton + as presented in the 2008 Annual Report.
6.5 Fort McMurray + as presented in the 2008 Annual Report.
6.6 Grande Prairie £ as presented in the 2008 Annual Report.
6.7 Lethbridge * as presented in the 2008 Annual Report.
6.8 Medicine Hat + as presented in the 2008 Annual Report.
6.9 PeaceRiver + as presented in the 2008 Annual Report.
6.10 Red Deer + as presented in the 2008 Annual Report.
6.11 Wetaskiwin + as presented in the 2008 Annual Report

. Executive and Committee Reports
7.1 Policies and Procedures by Jo Nuthack- 2009 Bylaws Amendments:

I[tem #1 - Improvement of Efficiency of the Society and Consistency in Wording Amendment:
Article 6.1.4 The Terms of Office shall befor:
1% point
reads. The Executive Committee
Two years and no Officer can serve more than 6 consecutive years as an Officer.
proposed: The Executive Committee
Two-year term, and no Officer can serve more than 6 consecutive years as an Officer

2" point
reads. The Branch Representative
One or two years, and no Branch Representative on the Board shall serve more than 4
consecutive years as a Director.
proposed: The Branch Representative
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One or two-year term, and no and no Branch Representative on the Board can serve more than
4 consecutive years as a Director.
3" point
reads. The Director at Large
Two years, and no Director at Large can serve more than 2 consecutive terms as a Director at
Large
proposed: The Director at Large
Two years, and no Director at Large can serve more than 4 years as a Director at Large

ltem #2 - Toreinstate Article 6.4.1
proposed: Article 6.4.1 Establishing Committees
The Board may appoint committees to advise the Board. The Board will establish the powers and
duties of such committees.

I[tem #3 - Asthe current Bylaws do not specifically give authority to the Board to enact policies and

procedures, thisarticle will provideit.

Article 6.3.8 Authority to establish policies and procedures
The Board is authorized herewith to pass policies and/or procedures for the smooth operations
of the Society. Any policies and/or procedures which contravene any article of these Bylaws,
laws of the Province of Alberta and/or Canada, are null and void.

7.1.1 Results of the ballots for Item #1/Article 6.1.4: 275 yes, 1 no, 1 blank
7.1.2 Resultsfor Item #2/Article 6.4.1: 277 yes, 1 no, 4 spoiled
7.1.3 Resultsfor Item #3/Article 6.3.8 : 271 in favor, 6 no, O spoiled

MOVED: by Sandra Vaneldik to destroy ballots.
Seconded: by Doug McLeod Carried

7.2 First Vice President by Nestor Martinez+ As presented in the 2008 Annual Report.

7.3 Second Vice President by Susan McKeen - As presented in the 2008 Annual Report.

7.4 Vice President of Finance by Brian Dunlop - As presented in the 2008 Annual Report.

7.5 Archivist by Mary Ann Legrist As presented in the 2008 Annual Report.

7.6 Casino by Laura Turnbull - As presented in the 2008 Annual Report.

7.7 Master Data Bank by Fred Vaneldik - As presented in the 2008 Annual Report.

7.8 Federation of Family History Societies (FFHS) Liaison by Sue Philips - As presented in the 2008
Annua Report.

7.9 GrantgFundraising by Marion Rex - As presented in the 2008 Annual Report.

7.10Library by NormaWolowyk - As presented in the 2008 Annual Report.

7.11 Member ship- by Vic Willoughby - As presented in the 2008 Annual Report.

7.12 Par liamentarian/Bylaws by Jo Nuthack - As presented in the 2008 Annual Report.

7.13 Relatively Speaking by Marilyn Hindmarch and Peter Staveley, Co-editors - As presented in
the 2008 Annual Report.

7.14 Resear ch by Norma Wolowyk - As presented in the 2008 Annua Report.

7.15 Trandation Coordinator by Sue Philips - As presented in the 2008 Annual Report.

7.16 Website by Laura Turnbull - As presented in the 2008 Annua Report.

8. Acceptance of Branch, Executive and Committee Reports:

MOVED by Marion Rex that the Branch, Executive and the Committee Reports be accepted as presented.
Seconded by Jock Howard Carried




9. 2008 Audited Financial Statement and 2009 — 2011 Budget:

Brian Dunlop reminded everyone of the 2010 Genfair co-hosted by Medicine Hat and Brooks Branches and
isbeing held in Medicine Hat. There will be a vendors area for anyone wishing to participate.

Financial Statement for 2008 presented on page 46 of the 2009 Annual Report, by Brian Dunlop, Vice
President of Finance. He noted that the casino was held in 2008 but not in 2007.

Income Statement for 2008, presented on page 44 of the 2009 Annual Report: Brian reported of a
concern of decreasing revenue from decreasing AGS memberships, an ongoing problem of al non-profit
organizations. We will need to find ways to attract more members and more grants/revenue, especialy for
operating costs. There is a concern with the latest AB. Government' s announcement of cuts to funding for all
non-profit organizations. Brian invited any suggestions to address this concern.

MOVED by Brian Dunlop that the Audited Financial Statements be adopted.
Seconded by Eileen French Carried

Budget for 2009-2011, page 40 of the 2009 annual Report by Brian Dunlop

Brian realized that the printed budget on page 40 of the 2009 Annual Report was incorrect. He read the
correct figures for each category orally and answered questions from the floor. He accepted the suggestion
that the correct budget for 2009, 2010 and 2011 be made available to the membership by being printed off
and sent out as an enclosure in the next issue of Relatively Speaking. Other suggestions were offered. There
was arequest from the floor that Relatively Speaking NOT be sent electronically to the membership.

MOVED by Joe Nelson that we deal with the presentation of the 2009, 2010 and 2011 Budget as it has been
presented and corrected orally at thistime.
Seconded: by Jo Nuthack Carried

MOVED by Brian Dunlop to accept the revised 2009, 2010 and 2011 Budget as presented orally.
Seconded by Bonita Couper Carried

MOVED by lan Holmes that revised budget for the three years 2009, 2010 and 2011 be circulated to all
AGS membersin written form.
Seconded by Frank Easton Carried

10. Appointment of the Auditor for 2009

MOVED by Brian Dunlop that the auditing firm of Colin Presizniuk and Associates be appointed as Auditor
for the year 2009.

Seconded by Doug McLeod Carried

11. Election of Officers, Appointment of Committee Chair persons and I ntroductions of Officersfor
the 2009-2010 Term presented by Sandra Vaneldik. There were no elections for the 2009 + 2010 term.

President £ Victor Willoughby (continues one more year)

Past President £ Sandra VVaneldik (continues one more year)

1% Vice President - Nestor Martinez (continues one more year)

2" Vice President + Kale Liam Hobbes (begins a two year term)

Secretary - Maxine Maxwell (continues for another 2 year term)

Vice President of Finance - Brian Dunlop (continues one more year)

AGS Membership Chair +Val Peden agreed to fill the vacant position (begins atwo year term).

MOVED by Arlene Borgstede that the AGS 2009 + 2010 Officers and Committee Chairs be approved.
Seconded by Claudine Nelson Carried




2008 Branch Presidents
Brooks
Camrose
Drayton Valley
Edmonton
Ft. McMurray
Grande Prairie
Lethbridge
Medicine Hat
Peace River
Red Deer
Wetaskiwin

Fay Carlson

Jock Howar

Madeline Fi

Peter Darby

Brian Dunlop

Miriam Roberts
Les Campbell

d

Judy Bradley
Susan Haga

scher

Dianne Rabchak

Alice Hoyle

Director at Large Sharon Roberts

12. Courtesy Motions presented
2008 Resolution of Respect:

by Frank Easton:

Wher eas the success of our society has been, and will be dependent upon many factors, including dedicated
membership, professionalism in our research, the volunteer efforts of individuals who have provided

dedicated services on committees, Board of Directors, members of Executives, library volunteers, lecturers at
educational courses, and volunteer effortsin community leadership as well as the support of spouses and

family members, therefore,

Beit Resolved

That members of the Alberta Geneal ogical Society go on record as expressing their deepest sorrow at the

passing of:
Floyd McNey
Margaret Jess
Ken Young
Charles Cripps
Margaret Kay

#2938
#4715
#4999
#5256
#3035

Richard Nex
John Elliott
Alec Latta
Mary Bell
Bob Morrison
Joe Saumer

#4340
#3777
#4525
#2843
#3926
#1986

Edmonton Branch
Edmonton Branch
Lethbridge Branch
Edmonton Branch
Grande Prairie &
District Branch
Lethbridge Branch
Medicine Hat
Edmonton Branch
Edmonton Branch
Edmonton Branch
Edmonton Branch

January 18, 2008
January 22, 2008
January 26, 2008
February 15, 2008
April 1, 2008

April 25, 2008
June 4, 2008
October 6, 2008
October 15, 2008
November 12, 2008
December 1, 2008

And do stand in silent tribute to their memory, and that a copy of this resolution is made a part of the
Minutes of the meeting. Please stand and observe a minute of silence. Note that for members who bel onged
to more than one branch, only their Home Branch was recorded.

MOVED by Frank Easton.
Seconded by Jo Nuthack

13. Change of Signing Authority:
MOVED by Bob Atcheson that Kale Liam Hobbes, new 2™ Vice President, replace Les Campbell on the

AGS signing authority.
Seconded by Graham Lowe

Carried

Carried




15. Adjournment

MOVED by Jock Howard to adjourn the meeting at 2:00 p.m.

suaii tefolbaey »ff*;:
' =

N AN s N aientl]
Maxine Maxwell, Recording Secretary Vic Willoughby, President of the Society




AGSAWARDS-April 18, 2009

25-YEAR MEMBERSHIP AWARDS

PADFIELD, Elizabeth - Medicine Hat Branch
ASKEW, Leita- Grande Prairie & District Branch
JONES, Muridl + Edmonton Branch

WATSON, Bob & Margaret - Red Deer Branch

KENNETH YOUNG NEWSLETTER AWARDS

Drayton Valley Branch + “Past Finder” - best overall
Grande Prairie & District Branch + “Heritage Seekers’- best original article
Lethbridge Branch - *Y esterday® Footprints’ - best local content

CHARTER MEMBERS PLAQUE

Sandra Vaneldik presented alovely plagque and clock on behalf of Fred and herself to Frank Easton,
representing the nine AGS Charter Members. This plaque, in its place on the wall of the AGS Library, would
honor the time and energy of the original members of AGS.

During the past nine years, Sandra and Fred' s membership in the Society has provided them with laughter,
friendship and caring. It provided a place where they could concentrate on other things and provided jobs
that kept them very busy, during a difficult phase of their lives. For some time they wondered how to thank
AGS members. Over the Christmas break, Fred and John Hazelwood and Sandra found the time to assemble
and mount all the plagues that you see when you come into the Library. It was then that they realized there
was no plague honouring the first members of the Society.







President

| have completed my two year term. The by-
laws say that | must move on and allow for new
ideas and direction. And | just now learned how
to spell 2Genealogical®.

| wish to extend my thanks to Sandra
Vaneldik and Susan McKeen for sharing their
time and talents in the leadership of our Gen-
Conferences held each April. Thanks also to a
whole group of volunteers from the Edmonton
Branch and other members of Branches for their
help with the details of the conference. A special
thanks to Susan McKeen for her years of service
to the Board and the Executive of AGS.

To the many who spend their freetime to
make Alberta Genealogical Society a better
entity in Genealogy research and who serve on
committees to assist the organization, | am
grateful.

Eventsin 2009:
One Annual General Meeting in conjunction
with the Gen-Conference.
Four Executive meetings by teleconference.
Four Board meetings. We changed the
agenda of the Board Meetings to start at
10:00 AM to alow for more structured
Branch discussions. They had been late in the
day and board members hurried their
presentations to leave for home.
Four Finance meetings. Various discussions
were held regarding the financial well being
of the Society and Branches.
One Retreat at which we considered the
policy and procedures manual devel opment
up to September.
Ten Policy & Procedures meetings involving
along process to write a concise manual for
AGS operations.
Three other meetings. Preparations for the
AGM, Finance, various reports registrations.
One Branch visit to Ft McMurray.
Renovations from the flood were mostly
complete and our thanks to those members
who laboured long and hard to recover from
the flood.

One Branch visit to Drayton Valley to
establish what the local Canadian Legion
wanted AGS to do accomplish with their
Veterans History

Two Small group meetings, one at Leduc and
one at Vermilion, to explore what the Alberta
Genealogical Society could do to help them
develop. Not alot has come from this yet,

but is worth pursuing in the future.

Two meetings to explore Fund Raising for
Corporate Sponsorship and Personal
Donations. How do we write arequest in this
economic downturn?

One Conference. Vitalize 2009 to explore
funding opportunities with 1000 other people
all wondering where Provincial funding was
going.

One GAIN workshop for Casinos.

Thlngsthat need to happen.
Develop an affordable Public Relations
strategy that can increase the profile of the

Alberta Genealogical Society in the

community.

Design a new brochure combining the AGS
and Branches to be distributed at displays.
Develop a program to share opportunities
and problem solving with other Genealogical

Societies.

Continue fund raising. Hopefully thiswill
become easier as the current economics ease.

Take afresh look at our risk and the

necessary insurance coverage required.

| trust that all of you will continue to support
the Executive and Board as you have in the past.
Membership levels will continue to be an issue.
Remember ... the person you don't ask to join the
Society will not become a member.

Keep up the good work in your Branches with
meaningful programs and encouragement to
people working on their family research.

Celebrate the found ancestor; offer sympathy
and assistance in solving the brick wall.

Respectfully submitted,
Vic Willoughby, President




FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

| am pleased to provide a brief report of activities
during the year 2009 for those aspects of our
Society that are assigned to the First Vice
President, namely, Conferences, Relatively
Speaking, Website, and Education and Training.
We are fortunate to have dedicated volunteers
serving in these various areas who have
continued to produce excellent results.

Conferences

We recognize the valuabl e contributions of
Susan McKeen and Sandra Vaneldik who, as co-
chairs of the 2009 Annual Conference, provided
an excellent program to our membership. We
also recognize the many other volunteers and
participants who contributed to the success of
thisevent. At thistime we welcome Adele Goa
and Shannon Cherkowski as co-chairs of the
2011 Annual Conference and look forward to
working with them.

Relatively Speaking

Our quarterly publication, Relatively
Speaking, continues to be an outstanding
genealogical periodical, aways striving to bring
quality material to our members. On August 29,
2009, Relatively Speaking received the
Elizabeth Simpson Award from the Federation
of Family History Societies as the Best Overseas
Societies genealogical publication for 2008.
Congratulations to co-editors Marilyn
Hindmarch and Peter Staveley and the other
members of the committee. Their efforts are also
supported by the hard-working Mailout
Committee who ensure that the Society members
receive Relatively Speaking on atimely basis.

Website

Under the expert direction of Webmaster
Laura Turnbull, the Alberta Geneal ogical
Society' s website has become avaluable
resource to members and non-members alike. It
makes our Society known around the world. It
informs about our organization, itsaims and
services, and invites people to participatein its
various Branches. It gives our members access
to adigital version of Relatively Speaking and
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promotes events sponsored by the Society and its
individual Branches. It also provides accessto an
ever-growing menu of searchable databases and
our library catalogues.

Education and Training

Without any doubt, one of the most valuable
resources in our Society is the wealth of
genealogical knowledge and expertise of its
individual members. In arecent two-day
genealogical conference in Southern Alberta,
members of our Society presented atotal of
twelve separate classes and presentations. We
must find ways to tap this knowledge resource
for the benefit of all members and to expand the
presence of our Society in the Province of
Alberta.

Submitted by Nestor Martinez
First Vice President

Second Vice President

My first public opportunity to see the
operational style and standards of the Alberta
Genealogical Society was as a guest attending
the February meeting of the Board. | was not
prepared for the turnout of members or the
equally overwhelming pull of compliments and
concerns at various stages of business.

a] can do this,® | nervously said to myself, as
| scanned the room visualizing an escape route to
a soon-to-be-discovered non-existent backdoor.

It was mid-April and | was attending my first
AGS Conference, more to get a consensus of the
priorities, projects, ideas and concerns of the
attendees than attending the course sessions. |
observed the smiling ladies behind the
registration table who had matters running
smoothly like a Swiss watch. They made it look
so easy! | greeted and spoke to members as they
arrived, but | do not believe that they knew who |
was.

In May, at my first meeting in the official
capacity as your Second Vice President, |
introduced a project ideato the Board: to submit
awritten request for patronage of the Lieutenant-
Governor of Albertaand hiswife. The purpose
in approaching the two most recognizable and




prominent Albertans was to emphasize the
credibility of the Alberta Genealogical Society,
to raise public awareness of our endeavours and
increase our membership. The proposal was met
with unanimous Board approval.

At the time of thiswriting, our letter is
prepared and ready to be sent to the candidate
(who has yet to be chosen, as of March 2010) to
succeed His Honour, Norman Kwong.

While the September chill set in, it was still
difficult to fathom that the generous funding
grants from the Wild Rose Foundation were to
be no more. The monieswe had received from
them every year covered a substantial amount of
our operating costs. AGS President Vic
Willoughby, Past President Sandra Vaneldik and
| have been juggling with various sponsorship
ideas to present to corporate Alberta businesses
and AGS membersto aid in our financial
recovery program. Thefirst set of our creative
effortsis almost ready for presentation.

As 2009 slowly drew to a close, Jo Nuthack,
our Parliamentarian, invited me to write an
introduction for the revised Alberta Geneal ogical
Society Operations Manual. | was happy to
oblige. Therevision process was originally
believed to only take afew months, but
blossomed into an unforgettabl e experience of
four and a haf years!

The year 2010 now begins to open before us
laden with opportunities of growth, knowledge
and prosperity.... where shall we start?

Kalé Liam Hobbes
AGS Second Vice President

Vice President of Finance

This year has been ayear of concern with all
the cut backs in the grant funding by the
Provincia government. We have seen alot of
cutbacks and were not sure how they would
affect us. We were fortunate that we did receive
the Alberta Historical Resources Grant which we
have received for several years but we arein
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need of additional fundsto meet our financia
commitments. We also received a substantial one
time grant from the City of Edmonton. Asa
Society we must always be looking for new
funding opportunities in the years to come.

On agood note we saw an increasein
membership in 2009 as well as 2010. | hope that
this continues. Genealogy is receiving increased
exposure with new programs on TV and, of
course, with Oprah having it on her program.

| would like to thank the following people for
the work they have done over the past year:

Treasurer Bob Atcheson

Membership Val Peden

Grants & Fundraising Marion Rex

Casino Laura Turnbull

Thisismy last year on the board and | would
like to thank the AGS and its members for the
opportunity of serving.

Respectfully submitted,
Brian Dunlop, Vice President of Finance

The combined efforts of the Officers,
Board of Directors, Committee members
and volunteersin all eleven branches of

the AGS realized atotal of
29,903.75 volunteer hours that were
reported for 2009.

Sincere appreciation to all who serve the

society so willingly and selflessly with

their gifts of time, energy, enthusiasm

and expertise.







Brooks and District

Our year has been interesting and busy. We
started the year with members sharing their
treasures and stories. 1t®truly amazing what we
possess from our ancestors.

Our programs have included writing a story
about our mothers and fathers and seeing who
had the oldest male or femal e ancestor when they
married for the first time. We also told our
summer vacation stories including where we
went, the cemeteries we found, the relatives we
located, the pictures we took and the friendly
people we met.

We had our first Casino in conjunction with
Medicine Hat. We are now waiting for the funds
and looking forward to 2011 to do it again.

Brooks and Medicine Hat are hosting the
2010 Gen Fair in Medicine Hat. That has kept us
busy finding speakers, booking venues, finding
our costs, printing registration forms, putting
together registration packages and more.

Our branch has had alot of requests for
research this year. Hopefully that means that
more people have caught this incurable bug we
call geneaogy.

Membership has been down but we have
some new faces already signed up for 2010.

Let' s hope the interest will continue.

Respectfully submitted,
Eileen French, Branch President

Camrose

2009 Executive
President

Vice president
Secretary

Fay Carlson
Sherran Dermott
Deb Trout
Treasurer John Stoddart
Librarian Bev Webster
Newsdletter Editor ~ Sharon Olsen

Total volunteer hoursfor 2009 are 944.

We held a Beginners Genealogy Coursein
March 2009, which attracted 25 people on a
stormy Saturday. We gained 6 new members at
the event but they did not all renew. Our current
list stands at 20. We usually have 7-10 members
come to our meetings.

Four of our members attended the Annual
AGS Conference in Edmonton in April. The
topics covered were timely and informative and
it was very worthwhile

Many of our volunteer hours have been spent
compiling the births, marriages and deaths from
the files of The Camrose Canadian. Thisisa
continuing project. The years from 1909-1929
are almost finished and we will publish these
into abook. The plan isto print alimited number
of copies and make some available to the general
public in return for a donation to our Camrose
Branch.

We continue to volunteer at the library book
sales, threein ayear. We aso assisted with the
planning of and participated in Founder'sday in
August 2009. Any family search queries for this
area are answered, aswe are able.

In September, 2009, we hosted a booth at the
Community Centre for Learning open house. No
new members signed up, but we received
exposure.

One of our original members, Lorne Whalley
died in 2009.

We held 2 workshops in 2009, one for
beginners and the other given by Deanna
Bullock.

Jack Cunningham, who has been our
newsletter editor since we began to publish, has
decided to retire. We are very sorry to lose him
and his valuable advice. Sharon Olsen has taken
over as editor and Deb Trout will be our
Webmaster. We published a spring and fall
newsletter in 2009 and we send our 2Roots and
Shoots” out by email. We are happy to receive
newsletters even from out of province. More
information becomes available and one must
always be prepared to ook for new methods to
search or new sources for family history.

We continue to share our roadblocks and our
success stories at our meetings. Good newsis




always better when it is shared and someone
usually has a new way to solve a problem.

At our December social we shared tales and
objects that had special family meaning to our
members.

My capabl e executive makes my position as
president easier. | have enjoyed my trips to
Edmonton for meetings of the AGS Board. |
look forward to another year as president of
Camrose Branch of the Alberta Genealogical
Society.

Submitted by
Fay Carlson, President
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We had 23 membersin 2009.
Although we are asmall
branch, we were very
productive last year, thanks to
the active members.

2009 Executive
President

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer and
Assistant Librarian
Historian
Newsletter
Publicity

Miriam Roberts
Arlene Hedlund
Connie Stuhl

Elaine Fink

Arlene Hedlund
Colleen Andersen
Bev Wright
Fundraising Blanche Cherrington
Volunteer Hours Shelli Carson
Cemetery Recording  Arlene Hedlund
Phoning Lynn Matal ski

The most significant event in 2009 was the
move from Shangri La Lodge to the Wishing
Well Apartments, which are run by the same
administration. We now pay $600 ayear in lieu
of rent to the Social Club of the Wishing Well
Apartments. Thisisan increase of $100 ayear.
We are thankful that we continue to pay avery
low amount to have our meetings and now have
our own locked room to house our library. We
were fortunate that our agreement included
having a key to access the building and library in

key safes. We sent athank you card to the
administration of Shangri LaLodge for being
able to have our meetingsin their facility for 10
years.

Another specia event was that Colleen
Andersen, editor of Past Finder received the
Kenneth Y oung award for the Best Branch
Newsletter in April at the Annual Conference of
the AGS in Edmonton. We continue to publish 4
issues ayear and have started a column on
founding members.

The Veteran story project was cancelled due
to liability risk issues. Our branch answered
some research requests.

Library Acquisitions

We purchased many books for the library and
received a desktop and laptop computers and a
printer from the ‘ computers for schools
program. Connie Stuhl set them up in the library.
We a so upgraded the old laptop computer to
Microsoft Office.

We had problems with the microfilm reader
that we acquired from the Fort McLeod Family
History Centre and finally realized it did not
have the zoom lens! Lethbridge branch of the
AGS sent a spare lens which solved the problem.
Mary Gundrum has made anew Library List.

Programs
January

We had a Power Point presentation by Samantha
Roberts at the Pembina Educational Consortium.
February

Election of Officers and Elaine Hewlett gave a
report on her family reunion.

March

L ouise Robbins demonstrated how to use her
scrapbook material to display family trees,
photographs and memorabilia.

April

We had a demonstration on how to use the
Master Surname Database and showed the newer
members the research material in the library.
May

Arlene Hedlund and Miriam Roberts gave a
report on the AGS conference.

June

An Ethnic Supper was held at the garage of
Miriam Roberts with 14 members present. Many




brought ethnic articles or heirlooms and gave the
history of the articles.
Cemetery Recording
Although there were no meetings in July and
August, the new cemetery recording committee
(Arlene Hedlund, Blanche Cherrington, Jeannine
Parker, and Shelli Carson) with the help of
Merna Nelson and Miriam Roberts updated and
recorded the following cemeteries:
Chedderville near Caroline
Riverview and Centre Cemeteries in Drayton
Valley, aswell as Easyford, Rocky Rapids,
and Moon Valley in the Drayton Valley area
Brightwood in the Entwistle area
Immanuel Lutheran, Tomahawk Cemetery,
Horen and Round Valley in the Tomahawk
area. A second visit was made to the Horen
Cemetery to trand ate the headstones with
Ukrainian inscriptions to English
St. Theresa, North End, and Lindale in the
Lindale area as well as Berrymoor and
Carnwood east of Drayton Valley
Siega Hill in Buck Lake, Alder Flats and
Buck Creek, south of Drayton Valley
The datais being entered into a database and
will be proofread and sent to Fred Vaneldik.
September
At our general meeting, we had a roundtable
discussion to help people with their research and
some interesting finds were reveal ed.
October
Rebecca Born presented a more advanced
workshop on Power Point at the Pembina
Education Consortium.
November
Several members presented information on
veteransin their families. We also had acaketo
celebrate 15 years as a branch of AGS.
December
Twelve of or members went to alocal restaurant
for a Christmas social evening.

Fundraising

Blanche Cherrington has organized the
schedule for members to volunteer at bingos at
the Royal Canadian Legion; we receive a
donation in lieu of volunteering.

Miriam Roberts being the spouse of an
Imperial Annuitant received $500 as a VIP grant
for furniture for our library.
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We continue to sell our book Index of Births,
Marriages and Deaths of Drayton Valley and
Surrounding Areain Alberta.

Publicity

Bev Wright designed a new brochure to
advertise our branch and has placed them in the
Library of the Town of Drayton Valley, the
Rotary Library and the Pembina Education
Consortium. Our members continue to write
articles that interest local residentsin the
Western Review.

Projects
Former member Kelly Forster recorded the

births, deaths and marriages from the Western
Review.

Volunteer Hours
800.25 hours from 12 members

Retr eat

Miriam Roberts attended the AGS Retreat at
the Providence Centre in September at which the
revising of the policies and procedures of the
Alberta Genealogical Society was discussed. It
was a learning experience and we had weekend
of sharing in a pleasant facility.

On abranch level we revised our job
descriptions. With the impending move, we went
through our records and have sent all our records
up to 2002 to be archived at the Provincial
Archives as thereis no Archivesin the Town of
Drayton Valley.

Submitted by Miriam Roberts
Branch President




EDMONTON BRANCH

The Edmonton Branch held general meetings on
the 4™ Thursday of every month except July,
August, and December.

Executive

Officers

President Walter Meyer

Vice President Vacant

Past President Les Campbell
Secretary Barbara Blackley
Treasurer Bonita Couper
Library Director Claudine Nelson
Membership Director Stewart Boyd
Publications Director Adele Goa

Standing Committee Chairs
Archivist/Historian Jeneane Roberts
Genealogical Courses Marilyn Astleretired
summer 2009
Margaret Mclnall
appointed September
2009

Norma Wolowyk

Genealogica Research
Program Margaret Bendickson
Publicity Ellen Thompson
Recording & Indexing  Vacant

Ad Hoc Committees (Appointed, non-voting)
Corresponding Secretary Pat Hewitt retired
summer 2009
SheillaMagjeau
appointed September
2009

Fred Vaneldik

Les Campbell

Electronic Resources
Webmaster

Special Interest Groups
Canada and USA + Contact Melva Robbins.
Monthly meetings on the 3" Wednesday of
the month
Compugene + Contact Richard McNeill.
M eetings were bi-monthly on the 3"
Thursday of the month, starting in September
England and Wales + Contact Lynne Tedder.
Monthly meetings were on the 1% Thursday
of the month
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German = Contact Jo Nuthack. Bi-monthly
meetings on the 1% Wednesday of the month,
starting in October
Ireland SIG Workshop + Contact Margaret
Bendickson. Held on 6" of June 2009
Mac Reunion + Contact Terry Gregory. Bi-
monthly meetings on the 1% Monday of the
month, starting in September
Scandinavia + for information contact Adele
Goa. Mestings temporarily suspended
Scotland + Contact Stewart Boyd. Bi-
monthly meetings starting on the 1% Monday
in October, then on the 2™ Monday of
subsequent months
Ukraine - Contacts Peter Skitsko, Marika
Brenneis, and Joan Margel. Bi-monthly
meetings on the 1% Wednesday starting in
September

REPORTS OF EXECUTIVE

President

With the conclusion of the year comes the
time for annual reports indicating the status and
condition of the branch. It iswith pleasure |
report that much has been accomplished and the
health of the branch appears vigorous. The
reports of the various chairs give specific details
about each area of involvement and each shows
accomplishment. The executive has met
regularly to transact the business of the Branch.
All positions, except two, arefilled and
functioning. The vacant positions are Vice
President and Recording and Indexing Chairman.
| would hope that with the number of members,
as reported by our Membership Chairman,
Stewart Boyd, we should have enough strength
and interest to have al positionsfilled. The
various reports following the President’ s report
indicate good health and activity.

There are several Special Interest Groupsin
the branch, some meetings of which | have had
the pleasure of attending, and they mostly seem
to be vigorous.

Barbara Blackley valiantly accomplishes all
the secretarial tasks of the Edmonton Branch.

The financial situation of the branch, in the
care of our Treasurer, Bonita Couper, isin good
condition and is looked after well.




The library, under the most capable direction
of Claudine Nelson, is functioning well and
provides good service to those attending.

Clandigger, looked after by our Publications
Director, Adele Goa, has had much information
sent to the membership and continues on a
regular basis to inform the members.

Genealogica Courses, now looked after by
Margaret Mclnall and previously by Marilyn
Astle have been successfully presented and the
Spring edition is soon ready to commence.

The Research Committee, chaired by Norma
Wolowyk, isworking phenomenally and has
both been helpful to those seeking information
and it also has financially benefited the Society.

The monthly programs arranged by Margaret
Bendickson, our Program Chair, have al been
good, interesting and well presented. Those who
have attended the monthly meetings have been
enlightened and entertained by the presentations.
It saddens me that so many members of the
Society find it difficult to attend. | feel it should
be one of the responsibilities of membership to
participate in the monthly meetingsif at all
possible and it is unfortunate that so many have
missed such good presentations.

The Publicity Chair, Ellen Thompson, the
Archivist, Jeneane Roberts, the Corresponding
Secretary, Sheila Mg eau and the Electronic
Resources Chair, Fred Vaneldik have each
looked after their areas of responsibility.

The 12,480 volunteer hours performed by the
branch members during the year is most
impressive.

The significant award received by Relatively
Speaking for the excellent production it is, and
which was announced in arecent monthly
meeting, | am most happy to again mention.

Last year in Clandigger | requested responses
from the members related to the lack of
attendance at our monthly meetings and
suggestions for solving the problem. Only two
responses were received and these indicated that
the location of the meetings was the problem.
The executive has considered at some length the
location for holding our monthly meetings.
After considering several places and the facilities
they provide, the various locations in the city, the
distances people need to travel, some from the
west, some from the north and south but others
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far in the east plus the availability of public
transportation or its lack etcetera, the conclusion
reached by the Executive was that King's
Collegeis till the most suitable place at the
present time for holding our monthly meetings.
I'm not sureit is possible to satisfy the needs and
desires of every member but as Spring and
Summer approach the discussion about locations
for the meetings will continue however.

| suggested that one of the possibilities was
for the sharing of rides to the monthly meetings
and | still fedl thisisaviable consideration. If
members, who have problems driving at night or
have concerns about driving to 50" Street where
King's Collegeislocated, will et me know from
where they would like aride to the monthly
meetings the executive is more than happy to
liaise in organizing such arrangements. There
have been members express to me their
willingness to participate by providing
transportation.

Over the past year we have experienced some
losses both to the Edmonton Branch itself and to
families of members of the branch. In particular
during the year we have lost Ken Coull, our
Auditor and Pat Hewitt our Corresponding
Secretary. We express our condolencesto al
members who have suffered the loss of family
and to all concerned in the Society.

In conclusion | express appreciation to the
members of the Edmonton Branch for their
participation and interest in the Branch, in the
Society and in the subject of Genealogy and
Family History. | express particular appreciation
to the members of the Executive, all who have
worked so industriously and so cooperatively
together. Thank you.

Walter Meyer, President

Secretary

The secretary took the minutes at all but three
of the executive and general meetings held in
2009. For taking the minutes at those three she
thanks Adele Goa.

The secretary put one copy of all approved
minutes in the minute book in the Library and
gave one copy to the archivist. The secretary
also kept all Branch correspondence given to her.

Barbara Blackley, Secretary




Library Director

Volunteers were kept informed about changes
and upgrades to the library by many emails
rather than calling for a volunteer group meeting.
These folk have continued to volunteer their time
and knowledge throughout 2009.

Acquisitions were acquired through purchases
requested by patrons, SIG group donations, and
donated items from members that fit our criteria.
All libraries must look at their holdings to ensure
that books/material are current. A geneal ogical
library isto collect books/material that offer
genealogical information, one that provides the
latest about accessing archives and how to make
contact. ‘How-to-books become outdated as
more information is being made available, either
in printed form or on the internet. Therefore...

We are once again culling books and other
printed matter that do not fit our mandate (we do
not collect genera history books that are
available elsewhere, i.e. Public library,
University Library, or local Archives) or are
outdated (e.g. Canadian censusis available on-
line). The culled items have been availablein
thelibrary for ‘take and donate' (money
generated will be divided between AGS and
Edmonton Branch AGS). The culling of the
holdings will make the shelves not as congested
and therefore easier to remove items.

Because we are in the process of culling, the
on-line holdings list may not be accurate. 1t will
be updated when we have completed the planned
changes.

Edmonton Branch AGS and AGS holdings
(as of 2008): http://abgensoc.callibrary/

We have 4 computers available for patron
use. For people bringing in persona laptops we
now provide Wireless Internet Connection (no
access to the library version of Ancestry.com).
2010 will find the library holdings undergoing
some changes to make it easier to find items.

Y ou are invited to come and see the colorful
changes for yourself.

Claudine Nelson, Library Director

Member ship Director

The 2009 memberships totalled 531, an
increase of 4 over 2008. Thistotal included 47
new membershipsin 2009. As of January 31,
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2010, 138 had not renewed their memberships.
As noted from previous membership patterns,
members drop out for one or more years before
returning. Our current memberships at the end
of January 2010 are 423, which include 17 new
members.

Stewart Boyd, Membership Director

Publications Dir ector

CLANDIGGER, the newdletter of Edmonton
Branch AGS, isavailable: digitally through on-
line subscription, in print at our General
Meetings and in the Edmonton Branch AGS
Library. Back issues of CLANDIGGER are
available in the Edmonton Branch AGS Library.

The 9 issues of CLANDIGGER published in
2009 have featured: Program Reports; Reports
from the Executive; reports of Correspondence
sent on behalf of Edmonton Branch; information
regarding Special Interest Groups;, reports
concerning on-going projects; Library
information, including new additions to the
Library and other articles of genealogical
interest.

All articles of genealogical interest are
welcome additions to CLANDIGGER. Articles
to be published in CLANDIGGER are accepted
before the third Saturday of each month in which
we have a genera meeting.

Subscribers to the Edmonton Branch Mailing
List receive their CLANDIGGER viaemail and
receive the other articles posted to the Mailing
List. The Edmonton Branch Mailing List isan
excellent conduit of genealogical information.
Posting articles on the Edmonton Branch
Mailing List insures the timely delivery of
information and announcements to al the
subscribers. Articles for the Edmonton Branch
Mailing List may be posted to the List at any
time.

Everyone subscribed to the CLANDIGGER /
Edmonton Branch Mailing List in 2009 received
9 issues of CLANDIGGER and the 90 articles of
genealogical interest that were posted.

Asof 31 December 2009, there were 510
peopl e subscribed to CLANDIGGER /
Edmonton Branch Mailing List.

Thank you to all who have contributed to
CLANDIGGER and the Edmonton Branch




Mailing List in the past year. The sharing of
knowledge and information is avaluable tool in
our genealogical adventures.

Thank you to the Executive for their
contributions to CLANDIGGER and for their
support and assi stance throughout the year.

Adele Goa, Publications Director

Publicity Chair

In the past year | have worked on publicity for
our "Tracing Your Family Tree' course as well
as sending out the monthly notices for our
branch meetings. Publicity isin the form of an
email or an email with an attached poster. It is
sent to the Edmonton Public Library aswell as
various local libraries around Edmonton as well
as the Edmonton and Alberta Archives.
Information is sent to Stan Thompson at 630
CHED for possible announcement on hisradio
show.

Recently 1®@e added our information to the
CTV Edmonton Community Calendar
that is posted on line and can be announced on
the local television station.

Ellen Thompson, Publicity Chair

Genealogical Courses Director

Marilyn Astle resigned from the position of
Training Courses Coordinator in July, 2009, and
Margaret Mclnall took over her responsibilities
that month.

The main training program offered by the
Edmonton Branch is a course on @racing Y our
Family Tree@vhich includes three Saturday
sessions running from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm. In
2009 the course was advertised for a spring
series which did not attract enough registrants
and this series was cancelled. The program was
again advertised in the fall (Oct. 3,Nov. 7, Dec.
5) and attracted 17 registrants. This number was
sufficient to let the program go ahead. Both
presenters and participants were pleased with the
programs, although snowy conditions limited the
turnout for the December session.

Margaret Bendickson made three one-hour
presentations to groups in the Edmonton area:

April 1, @ssociation of Library Technicians
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Conference©April 9, Morinville Library
(Genealogy Skill Set); and April 20 @eachers on
Long Term Disability©

Margaret Bendickson also organized a
workshop on Irish genealogy for AGS members.
It was held in the AGS library on June 6, 2009.

In response to a telephone request, Adele Goa
provided guidance on Family Tree Maker
software for asmall group from Blue Quill
College in St. Paul, both by telephone and in
person here in Edmonton (December 2009 -
January 2010).

Margaret Mclnall, Geneal ogical Courses
Chair

Genealogical Research Chair

The Resear ch Services Committee for both
AGS and Edmonton Branch AGS met each
Friday in the Library during 20009.

Participating during 2009 were Phil Bentley,
Gordon Berdahl, Gail Cockwill, Natalie
Edwards, John Hazelwood, Brian Langkaas,
Claudine Nelson, Pat Pettitt, Melva Robbins,
Jeneane Roberts, Pat McFetridge and Norma
Wolowyk. Carol Martyniuk joined the
Committee in 2009 and we welcomed her
participation.

Each week committee members selected
queries, did research in the AGS library and at
other local institutions, and responded by e-mail
from their own home or by mailing
correspondence. A query database was compiled
of surnames researched, submitter's name,
locality of inquiry, type of query (e-mail, phone,
letter, fax) and the ID number assigned to each
guery. Sheila Mg eau maintained this query
database on computer and kept it up-to-date.

Charges billed were fifty cents per page of
photocopying and two dollars per page of
computer printout from the AGS Master
Databank Files. Also, clients were encouraged
to send donations to the Society in appreciation
of the volunteer commitment given to their
gueries. These donations ranged from afew
dollars to over $100 making the efforts of the
Committee an excellent fund raiser for the
Branch.

Besides using the resources of the Society's
library, committee members used resources at




Provincial Archives of Alberta, the Legislature
Library, University of AlbertaLibrary,
Edmonton Public Library, City of Edmonton
Archives, etc. to thoroughly research a query.
They also accessed family history information,
on behalf of clients, through their own
subscriptions to paid genealogical sites.

342 queries were received by Edmonton
Branch AGS during 2009 with the mgjority
received by e-mail. As AGS received 306, the
total queries handled by the Committee was 648
for the year.

Most of the queries received related to
specific families, with the others generally
relating to Society membership, how to obtain
vital statistics certificates, recommended
genealogical software, cemetery information,
how to research, etc. Using the online AGS
Homestead Databases, we were able to assist
families applying for the Alberta Century Farm
and Ranch Award and the Ukrainian Cultural
Heritage Village Centenary Pioneer Recognition
Award by providing copies of census and
homestead records. Copies of land records were
charged at $10 plus 50 cents per page of copy,
with the average file six to twelve pages.

About 60% of initial requests arrived because
the client had found a reference on the land files
or local history book databases on the AGS
website. In about 90% of these cases research
progresses to burial records, local history books,
newspaper articles, vital records information, etc.

The Alberta Genealogica Society isvery
fortunate to have such awonderful group of
dedicated researchers. Their commitment to
taking up the research challenge and thus
providing family history information to people
from around the world received many
expressions of appreciation from clients during
20009.

Thank you to Linda Winski, AGS Office
Coordinator, for handling the mail for the
Research Committee and processing the credit
card payment dlips. Her kindness and support is
very much appreciated.

Norma Wolowyk, Genealogical
Research Chair
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Program Chair
The following programs were held in 2009:

January - Gloria Cathcart -“ The Boy Scouts
and My Filmer Family.” Itisasad story - one
that speaks of how the lives of our ancestors
affected others in the community, the church and
beyond.

February - Bonita Couper -" Coast to Coast to
Coast to Coast.” Details of atrip to Britain, the
4 coasts visited (including the 320 km Coast to
Coast walk), Scottish places researched and the
family met, as well as the benefits of using a
genealogy travel company were given.

March —Marilyn Lappi -“ Everyone's
Grandmother -the Story of my Norwegian
Great Grandmother — A Saskatchewan
Pioneer and Midwife.” Stories of the strength
and courage exhibited by our ancestors found a
voicein this presentation.

April - Lynn Fogwill - " Devonshireto
Newfoundland - Onejourney amongst many.”
This story began in 1501 with the migration of
poor Devonshire men to the fishing grounds of
Newfoundland. It encompassed 450 years of
connection between Newfoundland and
Devonshire as told through the story of the
Fogwill family.

May - Caterina Edwards, award winning writer
and author of Finding Rosa: A Mother with
Alzheimer’s - a Daughter in Search of the
Past, presented " Ar chives, Absences, and Tall
Tales: the Complications and Epiphanies of
Writing a Family History."

June - Margaret Bendickson -“ Bridge Over
the Atlantic.” Duncan Mclintosh, ship steward,
wrote religious poetry while at sea and published
two books + one remaining inconspi cuous on a
shelf in the Mclntosh family home for seventy
two years. This story is the genealogical journey
instigated by this book.

September - Dr. Walter C. Meyer. Walter gave
two presentations + the first one discussed “ Old
photographsand Their Identification.° The
second offered specific ideas for geneal ogists




with“1 Have Done My Resear ch - Now
What?"

October - Clayton Sauvé -2 The Sauve Family
and the Lachine Massacre® Clayton's 7" great
grandmother, Marie Renée Michaud was with
her family at their farm in Lachine on the night
of the attack. Only Marie, her sister Madeleine
and brother miraculously survived. Her father,
brother, and stepbrother were killed, and her
mother was taken captive never to be heard from
again. It was from the union of Marie Renée
Michaud and Pierre Sauvé that the Sauvé family
tree in Canada was established.

November - Emma Justik - 2Lifein New
Amsterdam- An historical account.° Emma
discussed the first people and their adventures,
how development occurred, the rise of
democracy and the influence New Amsterdam,
now known as New Y ork, had on the world.
Terry Gregory- 2Big Train and thefirst Grey
Cup, 1909.° AsNovember 2009 was the 100"
Anniversary of the Grey Cup, Terry told the
story of Smirle Lawson (1887-1963), the origina
@ig Train@vho played for the Toronto
University Varsity team in the first Grey Cup
game in 1909 and was instrumental inits
victory. He later became captain of the Toronto
Argonauts. Smirle, asecond cousin to Shirley
Gregory, is honoured in the Toronto University
Sports Hall of Fame.

Margaret Bendickson, Program Chair

Volunteer Hours

Ivy Trumpour reported that Branch members put
in atotal of 12,480 hours during 2009.

Corresponding Secretary

Total cards sent in 2009 was 29 and included:
Specia Anniversary 1
Congratulations 1
Get Well 13
Sympathy 12
Thank You 2

Details are in the 2009 issues of Clandigger

SheilaMajeau, Corresponding Secretary

OTHER REPORTS
Land Files Project

Thisindexing project (called Edmonton
Branch AGS Land Files Project) was initiated in
thefall of 2005. Volunteersthat worked on the
AGS Homestead Project in celebration of
Alberta's 100" birthday wanted to further
contribute towards making Alberta' s people
history accessible.

It was decided to extract names from
Accession 1974.048 at the Provincial Archives
of Alberta. Thesefiles, on microfilm, concern
lands patented in Alberta after 1930. Thefiles
concern land transactions dealing with school
lands (SL), grazing lands (GR) and genera lands
(GL - mainly homesteads). Many of the files
were active when land was transferred from the
Dominion Lands Branch of the Federal
Government to the Alberta government in 1930
so documents on the files may have an outside
date range of 1870 to late 1950.

In March 2007 over 40,000 records were
launched in a searchable online database, Alberta
Homestead Records - Post 1930, at
www.abgensoc.ca. Currently there are over
193,000 entries listed. Names have been
extracted from over 3000 films, data-entry is up
to date and proofreading and final corrections are
continuing. Additional records are added to the
database, as the compilation is complete.

The Provincial Archives of Alberta has
allowed volunteers to work on the project each
Monday, a day when the Reading Room is
closed. We are very appreciative of this
privilege as it means the project can proceed at a
faster rate. Over thirty AGS members
contributed many, many hours to the project
during 2009.

Norma Wolowyk

Respectfully submitted,
Les Campbell, Edmonton Branch President




Fort McMurray

Overall, 2009 has been agood year: An
earlier than expected casino, new members, new
and updated equipment, and a revamped
catalogue, all due to the hard work and
dedication of our members, but especially our
Executive team.

Our member ship hasincreased slightly. We
went from 9 membersin 2008 up to 13 members
for 20009.

We would like to thank the Executive
members for their work over the past year.
President Jock Howard
Vice President Laverne Cormier
Past President Tammy Grantham
Treasurer Cathy Marriott
Secretary Tammy Grantham
Librarian SheilaHale
aLines of Descent® Bobbi Driscoll

Our volunteer hour s totalled more than 630
hoursfor all activities.

Our premises have been spruced up, with
work parties till pricing books, revising the
catalogue listings, labelling and shelving. Our
value of al assets stands at a healthy $130,000+.
There are still gapsin the records, but we are
slowly closing them.

We have a hedlthy bank balance and are able
to operate smoothly. With the funds from our
mid-year casino firmly in the bank, we are now
able to update our equipment and not only
replace lost books, but to acquire new material +
afurther aimost 400 Canadian census records,
giving us a complete set, up to and including
1891. Wewere aso ableto fulfill our
commitment to return to the AGS the $5,000
given to us 2 years ago for rent assistance.

New equipment includes:

amicrofilm / microfiche reader with the
capability to send images to a computer

2 reconditioned computers (including a
portable connected to the new reader)

3 new flat panel monitors to replace the
old desk-hogging CRT style.

1 complete new computer with very large
HDD to back up our system and store
CDs
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anew microfilm cabinet or house our
order of 320 new census films which
have yet to arrive

We al have our fingers crossed that 2010 will
be agood year.

Jock Howard, President
AGS % Fort McMurray Branch

GrandePrairie &
District

Member ship: 46

Volunteer Hours. 2,367

reported for 2009. Thisisup
from the 1,188 hours reported in 2008.

Grande Prairie & District Branch was very
busy in 2009.

Projects:

In 2009 we continued to collect and bind the
obituaries from various Grande Prairie district
newspapers. We also began to index the tax roll
of Grande Prairie at the South Peace Regional
Archives.

We completed the indexing of eight local
cemeteries and started a new cemetery project:
we began photographing the cemetery
monuments to have the pictures put on our
website.

Outreach:

We continued doing presentations to people
in the area. We visited a Brownie Pack, had a
display table at Vitaemo Festival (the Ukrainian
Dance weekend in Grande Prairie), aswell as at
The Grande Prairie Highland Games. A program
called Family Detectives was given to two
groups of children at the summer reading
program for children at the Grande Prairie Public
Library.

The opening of the new Grande Prairie Public
Library and the Community Connections Fair
were two more occasions wWhere we were & the
library and met with the public. We also went to
Beaverlodge where we met with a group of
interested people to tell them about our




organization and we were at the Grande Prairie
Museum for Heritage Day in August where we
had adisplay table and |ap top computer set up
to interest people in finding their roots. In
addition, we helped the Museum with their
annual Lantern Tour at the museum. This brings
attention to our group, as well as benefiting the
Museum with the added manpower.

Services.
Research - 18 queries were answered.

Genies:

In addition to our Wednesday Evening
program at the library, our members went to
Beaverlodge one Saturday where they gave
individualized help to those who wanted it.
Research was also done for the GP Highland
Games Clan of the Day family and for SPRA
Charles Spencer' s past (he was very important to
the founding of Grande Prairie).

Advertising:

We continue to have articles pertaining to
genealogy published in small local newspapers
and on community internet sites. We placed an
ad in Community Connections, the local city
publication of recreational and interest groups.
We were interviewed by the Daily Herald
Tribune (Grande Prairie Newspaper) in May and
again in October. We also advertised our
scholarship (Margaret Kay Memorial
Scholarship) and our fall workshop (featuring
Deanna Bullock) in a number of national
geneal ogical magazines.

Annual Conference:
We had a number of people at the AGS
annua meeting & Conference in Edmonton.

Research Trip:

Members went to Donnelly, AB to The
Smoky River Historical and Genealogical
Society.

Fundraising:

We held agarage salein June. It was held
from morning until 10:00 at night, one day only.
This 'new to us format was very good.

Education:

We held our first annual workshop for
members and non members. Deanna Bullock
gave this workshop. It was a great success £
excellent information plus lots of new
memberships for 2010!

Newsletter:
Our branch was very honoured to win the
Kenneth Young Award for Best Origina Article.

Monthly Programs:

January 20: " An RCMP Investigation, DNA &
aMissing Grandmother” Al Richards talked of
his involvement through his own family history.

February 17: Annua Meeting £ Ethnic Pot
Luck supper. Program: Pedigree Charts+ every
oneisdifferent! Members shared their charts.

March 17: " Sharing a Family Short Story"
Members shared stories written by/about their
families.

April 21: Members who attended the Conference
in Edmonton gave brief talks on what they
learned at the Conference.

May 19: 2Beforeyou head out on your
genealogy holiday you need to...° Tipswere
given by assorted members.

June 16: 21951 and the Grande Prairie® Dr.
David Leonard.

September 15: 2Canadian Census® & @What
genealogy did you do over the summer!©

October 20: @Writing a Genealogy Book®
Fran Moore gave atalk about self-production of
abook on her Great Grandfather, ' The Story of
Thomas Augustus Brady©

November 17: 2GENIE NIGHT® Members
brought their research questions and/or expertise
to an evening of members helping members.

Grande Prairie and District Branch was
pleased with the amount of work accomplished
in the year 2009. Due to the membership fee




increase for 2010, we unfortunately lost one of
our long term members. We were very sorry to
see her go. Shewas ahard working 25 year
member and will be difficult to replace in our
branch.

Respectfully submitted,
Judith Bradley, Branch President

Lethbridge & District

2009 Executive
President:

Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Doug McLeod
Susan Haga
Phyllis Burnett
Pat Barry

With a membership around 40, this year was a
busy year. Our volunteers put in atotal of 2855
hours.

2009 Projects

- Ongoing collecting, indexing and scanning of
obits from the Lethbridge Herald
Ongoing collecting BMD information from
the Vulcan newspaper micro-films
Answering research requests

Purchases
Photocopier
A number of books from alocal
Book store going out of business.

Branch Activities

The monthly meeting is held on the third
Thursday of the month at 7:00 PM. A short
business session is followed by a presentation.

January: Belinda Crowson from the Galt
Museum did a presentation on her new book
aViceVirtueand L ust®, abook on the
cemeteries of Lethbridge.

February: Branch AGM followed by 2 Trip to
Panama® by Phyllis Burnett.

March: There was no meeting this month as we
co-hosted a2 Ger mans from Russia®
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presentation by two members of the Calgary
Chapter of that organization. This was co-hosted
by and held in the German Canadian Club.
Phyllis Burnett gave a short genealogy class with
help from Doug McLeod at Coadale.

April: Ronna Byam of the AFHS gave a
presentation on 20Ontario Land Records®.

May: Wetook part in the 2Lethbridge Historical
Festival Week® by holding an "Open House' on
May 5, 6, & 8. We had approximately 20
visitors. Our May meeting was atour of the
University of Lethbridge genealogical resources
arranged by Eleanor McMurchy.

June: Eleanor McMurchy and Alma Berridge
spent alot of hours researching the Robert
Goudie family (Alma sgreat grandfather). They
did apresentation called ‘ Talk the Walk' the
journey of the Robert Goudie Family. This
showed what one can find on and off the
internet. In June we aso held aLibrary
Appreciation Party at the Branch Library.

September: A library orientation was held for our
library volunteers as well as a "Welcome back'’
socia and presentation night at which the
president handed out a specia presentation to
two members for the work they have done over
the years. A Certificate of Appreciation was
presented to all our volunteers. Phyllis Burnett
then did atalk on2Valuable Online
Newspapers°.

October:  Nester Martinez gave a presentation
of hisfamily research + from Spain to South
America+ back to his 14" great grandfather.

November: Instead of a meeting we held our
Annua International Dinner where members and
guests bring an ethnic dish to share.

Respectfully submitted
Doug McL eod, President




Medicine Hat
& District

our website URL: http://mhgs.abgensoc.ca
our email address: mhgs@tel us.net

2009 member ships (single & Family): a7
Number of members served by memberships: 57

Volunteer Hours: 1301

2010 Executive Officers:

President Helene Paguin
Vice-President Clark Lang
Secretary Marlene Smith
Treasurer Kathy Gleisner
Past-President Mel Bender

In November 2008, the Alberta Geneal ogical
Society requested that Branches set up a2Grants
& Research® Committee. This has not been done
by the Medicine Hat Branch as yet.

Our Committees were kept busy by the joint
Brooks-Medicine Hat Casino in October,
planning for the GenFair 2010 with Brooks, and
renewal of the Ancestor Indexing (Surname
Index). The Display Chair, Mel Bender, set up
tables on Canada Day, Heritage Day in August,
Senior's Fall Fair in October & another display
in a Senior's Complex in November.

The update of Library holdings for insurance
purposes had started but was interrupted when
our Librarian, Barb Beifusresigned in
November. She had just prepared a wonderful 3-
year library plan for us with achievable goals.
Thisimportant position is still vacant.

At the beginning of the year we had three
SIGs (Specia Interest Groups). The Germans
from Russia SIG and Computer Assistance SIG
are still active, but the Ontario SIG folded.
Programs by Earl Morris after monthly General
meetings have been varied, fun, informative &
well attended.

We learned in November that we have been
requested to move our library out of its present
location. We can move to an adjoining room (a
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bit smaller) or to another location atogether. We
have put away some fundsin a GIC to help
defray relocation costs, which may include
expenses for smaller size chairs.

All in all, 2009 has been a good year for us.

Helene Paquin, President

Peace River & District

“ Echoes of the Past”

Aswe began the New Y ear there were
changes at the Library so our meeting date was
changed to a Monday and we held our business
meeting at 5:00 PM so members could come
directly from work. This did not work out well.
The Executive Committee held a noon hour
lunch meeting early in the month to learn about
the requirements from AGS for reporting.

An Open House was planned and held at the
Peace River Library on January 31st. Members
prepared displays of family history books,
genealogy scrap booking of photos and
documents and were present to answers
guestions.

In February the Museum Archivist presented
aworkshop for our members on 2Preserving
Your Materials®. She provided examples of
preserved photos, documents, books and textiles
and also the materials to use in preserving these
items. The Museum has kindly offered to order
acid free supplies for our members along with
their orders. On February 28" | attended the
Alberta Genealogy Society Board Meeting in
Edmonton and brought back a Laptop Computer
and a desktop computer with monitor and printer
for our Branch. These are from the Computers
for Schools program.

After our March meeting, Marilyn Butler
provided members with training in the LDS
Indexing Project. Volunteers access copies of
original documents on the computer from all
over the world and input the information into a




specially designed computer program. This
information is stored in the LDS Archives and
will be available for access by geneaogists in the
future. Our Secretary Treasurer went on sick
leave in March and has not attended meetings for
the remainder of this year.

Our April meeting saw asmall turn out.
Denise Fortier gave areview of Pedigree Charts
and how to complete them. Three of our
members are active volunteers with the Sir
Alexander Mackenzie Historical Society on the
Book Committee. They are working on the
second volume of our community history book,
aPeace River Remembers.® Publication is
scheduled for Fall 2010.

The M ay meeting was cancelled as there were
only two members present and there was no
formal meeting in June; however, three
members went to the Nampa Cemetery to update
the Cemetery files which have been sent to our
Branch.

In July | wrote letters on behalf of our Branch
to the sponsors of the Computers for Schools
thanking them for their donations to this project.
There were no meetings scheduled for July or
August.

The September and October meetings did
not have quorums and the President was on
holidays for these months.

Our Annual General Meeting was held on
November 19, 2009 with election of new
officers. They include:

President Joan Wahl

Vice-Pres Denise Fortier

SecretaryTreasurer Cindy Tosh

Member ship 2009:
Our membership was 15 in 2009.

Volunteer hours:

We recorded 850 volunteer hours served.
Thanks to the Indexing work of Marilyn Butler
and the research work of Lois Stranaghan, who
answers all requests received by our Branch.

Submitted by
Joan Wahl, President

Red Deer & District

Thiswill be my fina Annual Report as your
president. | would like to thank the executive,
committee volunteers, and members of the
branch who gave of their time and knowledge to
make the Red Deer Branch a great place to be
and who helped me as president. We are grateful
to the members and guests who made
presentations this year.

Thiswas ayear of chalenges! Several of our
members and their close family members had
serious health problems to overcome.

The renovations to the Museum & Archive
building in Red Deer seemed to continue forever
and we lost our regular monthly meeting place
(they turned the room into administrative
offices!). Our library has been available for most
of the year. We were grateful to the Sunnybrook
United Church for allowing us to meet there
during the fall of 2009. January 2010 found us
meeting for the first timein aroom at the LDS
Church, and we hope this meeting space will be
suitable.

There is a'so the continuing challenge of
finding topics that meet the needs of members.
We know that we can't meet everyone' s research
interests every month and we need the support of
members who come to hear topics that they don't
research. We have 2 sharing sessions ayear and
in one of them we break into groups. However,
the research and computer software interests of
members are so diverse that many, many groups
would be needed to cover them. We continue to
need members to suggest topics and, if possible,
gpeakers. As of February 2010 we have speakers
arranged through September 2010!

Member ship:
Our membership was 71 in 2009.

Volunteer Hours:
We accumulated 928.5 hours of volunteer work.

Monthly Programs
January + Peter and Linda Darby: 2 Getting the
most from LDS Family History Web sites.®




February = We held our AGM and aso Dr
Charley Bird spoke on "The Clan Rattray
Database: an insight into Scottish Research.®

March - Stephen Kashuba spoke on his
geneal ogy experiences and publishing your own
genealogy.

April £ Regional research night + we broke into
groups and talked about successes, resources,
and brick walls.

May = We had 2 great speakers from
Lethbridge! Mary Tollestrup spokeon@Mary's
Genealogy Treasures+ using I nternet web
sites,® and Fay French on 2Using Blogs for
Genealogy Research.®

September + Deanna Bullock from Edmonton
gave an excellent presentation on 2Mapping for
Genealogists®

October + Janet Pennington the Coordinator of
Heritage and Archives for the City of Red Deer
gave an interesting presentation which helped

catch us up on services and future plans for the
Archivesin Red Deer

November + sharing night on memorabilia

On going projects:
Indexing of Births, Marriages and Deaths
from loca papers.

Completed project:

Congratul ations to members who worked on the
Meeres papers and notes. The project is
complete!.

| am grateful to those who have volunteered
for positions with our group this past year:
2009 Executive memberswere

President

Vice President

Past President
Secretary

Treasurer

Membership Secretary
Cemetery Coordinator
Publicity

Peter Darby
Diane Lehr
Joanne Allen
Bev Flinn
Sonya Miller
Betty Barnhill
Larry Johnstone
Ruth Greig

Librarian Janet Coatham

Computer &

Research Requests Mary Joan Cornett

aTree Climber” Editor Jim Coutts

Program coordinators Peter Darby
Diane Lehr

Mary Joan Cornett

Respectfully submitted,
Peter Darby, Branch President

Wetaskiwin

Member ship:
Wetaskiwin Branch of the Alberta Genealogy
Society finished the year with 42 members.

2009 Executive and Committee heads were:
Past President Alice Hoyle
President Donald Brosius
Vice President Syl Gavereau
Secretary Anne Wildcat
Treasurer Ken Campbell
Newsletter Editor Alice Hoyle
Library Alice Hoyle
Historian Rosella Plaguin &
Donna Garvey
Leroy Koop

Syl Gavereau

Membership
Bingo Chairperson

Monthly M eetings/Pr esentations

Our goal, to promote learning and widen the
range of genealogical opportunities was
enhanced by the following presentations:

The January meeting was used to discuss what
members had done in genealogy research in the
last 2 months.

February is family month with Valentines Day
and Family Day. We had a very interactive
presentation on how to interview family
members.

In March the club discussed the upcoming
conference and the presentations being offered.
This was followed by members Questions and
Answers.




The April presentation was lead by Claudia
Malloch on how to write a good Obituary.
Claudia showed many good and bad examples of
obituaries. It wasavery interesting and
educational evening.

May' s presentation was led by the members who
went to the conference in Lethbridge. They
discussed the conference and what they learned.

Juneisthe wind up for the summer and we had a
lively discussion on genealogy problems and the
members plansfor the summer.

September isthe start of the year and we
discussed what the members did over the
summer in genealogy research.

October’ s meeting was devoted to the final
preparation for the October workshop.

November’ s meeting was areview of the October
Workshop, what people had learned and how it
would affect their genealogy research.

In December we had no meeting

Respectfully submitted,
Don Brosius, President







Federation of Family History
Societies (FFHS) Liaison

| have received regular mailings from the
FFHS & have distributed information to whoever
| believe would be interested. Unfortunately
most of it appliesto family history societiesin
Great Britain & not to us.

Congratulations to Peter Stavely & Marilyn
Hindmarch on the award from the FFHS for the
best periodical from an overseas Society.

| have not received any new publications from
the FFHS this year. We used to get a bundle of
booklets twice ayear from them. Due to the
widespread use of the Internet they have reduced
their publication of books and thisislikely to
continue.

Because of these changes, | am not sure that
our membership in the FFHS is giving us good
value for the money. It may be time to consider
withdrawing from the FFHS when our renewal
comes up next year.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Philips, FFHS Liaison

Grants/Fundraising

AHRF Sponsor ship

In 2009, AGS received $40,000 in
sponsorship funding from Alberta Historical
Resources Foundation (AHRF) funded by the
Alberta Lottery Fund. The sponsorship received
from AHRF is applied to expenses incurred for
our publications, genealogical training programs
and workshops, business meetings and general
administration.

Research

In 2009, AGS raised $12,667.05 by answering
research queries, for the most part by providing
hard copies of Alberta Homestead records as a
result of the finding aid that we put online.

Thanks to the research team from Edmonton
Branch who answers most of these queries.

Community Facility Enhancement (CFEP)
Grant

We received $32,393 from the Community
Facility Enhancement Program (CFEP) Grant for
leasehold improvements required when we
moved into our new facility at Unit 162, 14315-
118 Avenue.

Computersfor Schools

In late 2008, we applied for a donation to
non-profit organizations from Computers for
Schools. Twelve desktop machines complete
with brand new monitors, as well astwelve
laptops compl ete with [aptop bags were available
for pickup at the Provincial Board Meeting in
February 2009. The value of the donation was
$5,310.00; we invested $480.00 for the
Microsoft Authorized Refurbisher (MAR)
licenses to put approved copies of Windows XP
($10.00 for each computer) and Office 2003
($10.00 for each computer).

Community Initiative Program (CIP) Grant
We applied for, but have not yet received, a
Community Initiative Program Grant through the

L otteries Foundation to cover the cost of
projectors for several branches in the amount of
$5,790.00.

Community Spirit Program Grant

We applied for the Community Spirit
Program Grant in the amount of $4,265.27. We
have received word that our application has been
approved in principal. Asthere are more
applications than grant funding available, when
all applications have been received, grants will
be assigned on a pro-rata basis until all funds are
depleted.

Casino
The Alberta Genealogica Society found out
that we are scheduled to work a casino in the 1%




quarter (February 12-13, 2010) of the coming
year.

Grantsand Fundraising at the Branch L evel

Fundraising at the branch level isreported at
the branch level and isreflected in the Branch
financial statements, rather than the AGS
financial statements. The branches reported that
their combined fund-raising efforts earned a total
of $82,950.44 as follows:

- Brooks & District Branch + received
$600.00 in donations, $850.00 in a bakeless
bake sale, $125.00 from research queries, and
$3,674.00 in rent assistance from AGS
Provincial Board for atotal of $5,249.00
Camrose Branch + received $20.00 in
donations
Drayton Valley Branch + received $776.00
in donations, VIP grant in the amount of
$500.00 from Imperial Oil, $388.00 in sales
of Book of Indexes and CDS, $15.00 in
newsletter sales, $10.00 from sale of
Beginner's Book for atotal of $1,689.00
Edmonton Branch + received $3,955.54 in
donations, $1,140.91 from the Tracing Y our
Family Tree course, and $5153.88 from
research query donations to Edmonton
Branch for atotal of $10,250.33
Fort McMurray Branch + received $365.78
from 1% Visarebates and received $59,700
from the casino they worked in 2009 with the
next casino scheduled for 3rd quarter of
2010; received $1000.00 from Syncrude
Canada®@ood Neighbour@rogram (two
employees each received $500.00 for their
volunteer work at the genealogy library) for a
total of $61,065.78
Grande Prairie & District Branch + $90.00
from our Dividends Discount, $531.64 from
agarage sale, $178.60 from the workshop,
$78.35 meeting refreshments, $220.00 from
donations from members, $130.00 in
donations for the Margaret Kay Memorial
Scholarship, $168.92 from research queries
for atotal of $1397.51
Lethbridge & District Branch = $500.00 in
research query donations
Medicine Hat & District Branch + $200.50
from the coffee fund, $828.28 from research
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donations; $175.00 in donations; $157.70
from the garage sale, $189.57 from co-op
receipts; $147.32 from miscellaneous
fundraising for atota of $1,698.37
Peace River & District Branch + $60.00 in
research query donations
Red Deer & District Branch +$91.14 in
donations
Wetaskiwin Branch £ $500.00 from City of
Wetaskiwin, proceeds of $429.31 from a
Bingo for atotal of $929.31

Respectfully submitted,
Marion Rex, Grants/Fundraising

Library

Borrowing

During 2009 there were seven mail outs of
library books. Four members used this service
during the year. Thislibrary usage does not
reflect the borrowing that was done by persons
visiting the library in Edmonton. For mail outs,
the AGS paid the outgoing postage and the
borrower paid the return postage.

Library Holdings List

A catalogue listing the holdings of the AGS
Library was printed in April 2009 in time for the
AGS Conference in Edmonton. This holdings
list can be purchased from the Society or printed
from adigitized copy on the AGS website.

Library Online Database

Also in April, the holdings of the AGS and
Edmonton Branch libraries was placed onlinein
a searchable database. On the search screen at
the AGS website keywords from titles,
geographic areas, subject matters, authors, etc.
can be entered and the results screen will quickly
show the library call number for materials
matching the search criteria.

Acquisitions

Ninety books were catalogued into the library
during the year. Thank you to Shirley Machan
and Gail Cockwill who handled all the
cataloguing and book processing during 20009.




Donations of materials were made to the library
during 2009 by members and non-members.
Thank you is expressed for their thoughtfulness.
Any duplicate materials received by the library
were distributed to other Branches in the Society.

Periodicals

We continued our subscriptions to various
genealogical societies as well as exchanging
Journals with many others. Thank you to Vivian
Etty who processed all incoming periodicals
during 2009. Her attention to detail isvery much
appreciated. Five years of periodicals are kept
on the library shelves.

AGS Branch Visits

Drayton Valley Branch members took
advantage of the standing invitation for Branches
to arrange aday to visit the library when it is
normally closed. Claudine Nelson, Edmonton
Branch Library Director and myself enjoyed
helping the visitors become familiar with the
library resources.

Volunteers

Shirley Machan, AGS catal oguer since 1990
is@retiring® and Win Sebelius will begin
cataloguing materialsin 2010. When the online
library database was under construction, the
consultant commented on the excellence in the
consistency of dataentry. Thank you, Shirley,
for your twenty years (!) of dedication to the
AGS Library.

Gratitude is expressed to al the wonderful
library volunteers who contribute their expertise
and time to make the library the excellent
resourceit isfor all interested in genealogical
research.

Lastly, | would like to express my
appreciation to Linda Winski, AGS Office Co-
ordinator who gives support to the Society in so
many ways.

Submitted by,
NormaWolowyk, AGS Library

W

Member ship

Hello Everyone. Thiswill be my first annual
report and everything seems to be going fairly
well. To date | am finding the position
interesting and everyone cooperative and helpful.
If anyone from any branch has ideas or concerns,
please make sure to let me know.

The membership renewal forms were out
prior to mid October and returned at a steady
rate.

| was ableto check in at the office every 2
weeks and pick up all forms on which the
volunteer section wasfilled out. A by -weekly
report was then sent to each branch showing any
names of members that had filled out that portion
of the form for their respective branch. (If you
did not receive areport, your branch did not
have any members fill out the volunteer section
in that period.) The only month | was unable to
visit the branch was January.

| have had two invitations to visit branches
and due to a personal situation was unable to
attend one of these. The other oneis still ago as
scheduled.

According to the membership lists received
from the office, our 2009 memberships
numbered 865.

Val Peden
AGS Membership Chairperson

Parliamentarian

It was again a pleasure during 2009 to attend
the scheduled meetings of the Board of the
Alberta Genealogical Society as well asthe
Annua Genera Meeting. Although differences
of opinions were evident throughout the year, the
willingness by all participants to compromise




rather than insist upon a certain point of view
steered the Board well through the discussions.

| would like to thank all AGS members for
their desire to adhere to the Objects of the
Society in order to have genealogy flourish in
Alberta

Respectfully submitted
Jo. Nuthack

Policies & Proceduresand
Bylaws

After too many months, in fact too many
years, the last hurdlesto finalize the AGS©
Operations Manual have been overcome. A very
lengthy session of the Board reviewed what had
been accumulated over the extended time and
found the work to be satisfactory. A few changes
did come out of the meeting, as we would have
expected. The members of the Committee, Laura
Turnbull, Sandra Vaneldik, Linda Winski, Vic
Willoughby and | would like to thank you for the
patience you have shown.

Combining the contents of three small binders
into one initialy appeared to be arelatively
simple task when we started but it did not turn
out to be so. The untimely death of Margaret
Kay, who had been a driving force behind the
project, complicated our task.

The god is to have the manua ready for
distribution to the Board and committee chairs
by the February 2010 meeting.

Respectfully submitted
Jo. Nuthack

Relatively Speaking

2009 proved to be another successful year for
Relatively Speaking. Our "bank' of articles grew
during the year as many people responded to our
request for stories. The re-opening of the library
at the beginning of the year and the reactivation
of the Special Interest Groups (SIGs) also
assisted in providing a source for new material.
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Our talented webmaster, Laura Turnbull,
continued to systematically add back issues of
the journal on the AGS website; of particular
benefit to our new members. Sheis currently
back to February 2008 and will continue as she
findstimein her very busy schedule.

Changesin 2009

We welcomed Shirley Machan back asa
regular contributor writing the “Gleanings
segment for each issue. Shirley was good enough
to jump in when Hal O' Neil had to step back
from this commitment; Hal remained on our
committee writing book reviews and providing
his valuable expertise.

We moved the publication date for our
summer issue from August to July. While this
was transparent to our readers, other than the
request for material one month sooner, it had a
significant impact for our committee. With this
issue being ready for the printers by early July it
enabled us take a break from the hectic schedule
of meetings etc. during the vacation months.

Minor changes were made to improve the
appearance of the annual index, our second year
it has been featured. This initiative has been well
received by our readers; asalooseinsert it can
be easily stored in afolder or binder becoming a
quick and easy access to key items found in our
journal.

It has been requested that we include our
photos with the editorial so readers can put faces
to our names. With thisin mind they are
included in the upcoming February issue; a
practice we will continue in the first publication
of each year.

Highlight of the Year

Being recipient of the prestigious Elizabeth
Simpson Over seas Award for our November
2008 issue however has to be the highlight for us
in 2009. We, as co-editors, acknowledge the RS
committee and regular contributors whose
ongoing efforts contributed to this success +
thanks to: Judy Bradley, Lynn Fogwill, Shirley
Machan, Claudine Nelson, Grant Nicol, Hal
O'Nell, Lesley O'Neil, Pat Pettitt, Peter
Williams, and Norma Wolowyk. Without the
support of thisteam we would not be able to
produce the quality journal that RSis, nor could




we have achieved this accolade. We would also
be remissif we did not extend our thanks to the
many authors who have contributed so many
stimulating and informative articles over the
years.

We will continue to strive to maintain or
improve the quality of thejournal. Asin the past,
focusing on specific themes will highlight some
issues. 2010 has been proclaimed the Y ear of
the British Home Children; thiswill be afocus
throughout the year.

Respectfully submitted,
Marilyn Hindmarch/Peter Staveley
Co-editors RS

Resear ch

The Resear ch Services Committee for both
AGS and Edmonton Branch AGS met each
Friday in the Library during 20009.

Participating during 2009 were Phil Bentley,
Gordon Berdahl, Gail Cockwill, Natalie
Edwards, John Hazelwood, Brian Langkaas,
Claudine Nelson, Pat Pettitt, Melva Robbins,
Jeneane Roberts, Pat McFetridge and Norma
Wolowyk. Carol Martyniuk joined the
Committee in 2009 and we welcomed her
participation.

Each week committee members selected
gueries, did research in the AGS library and at
other local institutions, and responded by e-mail
from their own home or by mailing
correspondence. A query database was compiled
of surnames researched, submitter's name,
locality of inquiry, type of query (e-mail, phone,
letter, fax) and the ID number assigned to each
guery. Sheila Majeau maintained this query
database on computer and kept it up-to-date.

Charges hilled were fifty cents per page of
photocopying and two dollars per page of
computer printout from the AGS Master
Databank Files. Also, clients were encouraged
to send donations to the Society in appreciation
of the volunteer commitment given to their
gueries. These donations ranged from afew
dollars to over $100 making the efforts of the
Committee an excellent fund raiser for the
Branch.
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Besides using the resources of the Society's
library, committee members used resources at
Provincial Archives of Alberta, the Legislature
Library, University of AlbertaLibrary,
Edmonton Public Library, City of Edmonton
Archives, etc. to thoroughly research a query.
They also accessed family history information,
on behalf of clients, through their own
subscriptions to paid genealogical sites.

306 queries were received by AGS during
2009 with the majority received by e-mail. As
Edmonton Branch AGS received 342, the total
gueries handled by the Committee was 648 for
the year.

Most of the queries received related to
specific families, with the others generally
relating to Society membership, how to obtain
vital statistics certificates, recommended
genealogical software, cemetery information,
how to research, etc. Using the online AGS
Homestead Databases we were able to assist
families applying for the Alberta Century Farm
and Ranch Award and the Ukrainian Cultural
Heritage Village Centenary Pioneer Recognition
Award by providing copies of census and
homestead records. Copies of land records were
charged at $10 plus 50 cents per page of copy,
with the average file six to twelve pages.

About 60% of initial requests arrived because
the client had found a reference on the land files
or local history book databases on the AGS
website. In about 90% of these cases research
progresses to burial records, local history books,
newspaper articles, vital records information, etc.

The Alberta Genealogical Society isvery
fortunate to have such awonderful group of
dedicated researchers. Their commitment to
taking up the research challenge and thus
providing family history information to people
from around the world received many
expressions of appreciation from clients during
20009.

Thank you to Linda Winski, AGS Office
Coordinator, for handling the mail for the
Research Committee and processing the credit
card payment dlips. Her kindness and support is
very much appreciated.

Submitted by:
Norma Wolowyk




Trandation Co-ordinator

| have received requests for trandlations for
Czech & Ukrainian. For both of these | referred
the inquirer to the Association of Trandators &
Interpreters of Alberta. | did have one volunteer
for Ukrainian but it isavery old number & I@n
not sure if the individua is still an AGS member.

| would like to revamp my list of translators
since the list is very out-dated. If any member is
fluent enough in any other language to assist
with tranglations, please contact me at
g phil@telus.net or through the AGS office.

Respectfully submitted,
Sue Philips, Trangdlation Coordinator

Website

AGS website: http://abgensoc.cal

Y our website has seen two magjor additionsin
20009:

The library holdings catalogue for both
AGS and Edmonton Branch are now
onlinein a searchable database. Aswell,
you may download the AGS Library
Holdings file to your own computer if
you wish.

A new @ember s only@section has been
added and thefirst itemsin it are your
journal Relatively Speaking. Several
members have asked to be able to access
Relatively Speaking in electronic form
only and thisis now available for al
members. Accessible on the site are dl
the issues for 2008 and 2009. Y ou are
encouraged to check this section as other
items are being planned for this area of
the website.

NOTE: To accessthe @hembersonly©
section you will need the user name and
password that is issued to you on the
back of your membership card.

Still ongoing but almost completeisthe
@omestead indexingCproject. The research
group has almost completed the third phase of
this project and, as of thiswriting, 472,442

40
records are available on the website all having to
do with homesteading and land records in the
province of Alberta. Records are still being
added so don®forget to check for updates.

| encourage all members to check out the
website for information on other areas of AGS
activities. Theseinclude: branch contacts,
membership, bylaws, executive, conferences and
workshops, master surname database,
publications, queries, and research services.

Also available on the website is a Calendar
which lists AL L the Branch meetings aswell as
AGS Board meetings and other eventsas | am
made aware of them. Please let me know of any
items that need to be included.

Suggestions for changes and/or additions for
the website are always welcome. | can be
contacted through the AGS mailing address or
by email at <webmaster @abgensoc.ca>.

Respectfully submitted
Laura Turnbull
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Brooks & District Branch
President: Eileen French

Box 1538, Brooks, AB T1R 1C4
Phone: (403) 501-0608

Website:
www.eidnet.org/local/agsbrooks
Meets second Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Community Cultural Centre
Main Floor, Room 122

327 Third Street West

Brooks, AB

Camrose Branch

President: Fay Carlson

6211 Enevold Drive

Camrose, AB T4V 4K2

Phone: (780) 672-8431

Website: http://camrose.abgensoc.ca
Meets second Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Camrose Public Library, Downstairs
Boardroom

Camrose, AB

Drayton Valley Branch
President: Colleen Andersen
P.O. Box 115

Rocky Rapids, AB TOE 170
Phone: (780) 542-2787

Meets third Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Wishing Well Apts.

5102-46 Avenue.

Drayton Valley, AB

Edmonton Branch
President: Walter Meyer

Unit 162, 14315 + 118 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5L 4S6

Phone: (780) 424-4429

Fax: (780) 423-8980

Email: agsedm@interbaun.com
Website: agsedm.edmonton.ab.ca
Meets fourth Thursday, 7:30 p.m.
Place: King's University College
9125 + 50 Street

Room L116

Edmonton, AB
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Ft. McMurray Branch
President: Tammy Grantham
325 Signal Road

Ft. McMurray, AB  T9H 3W1
Phone: (780) 743-8904

Email: ftmacgen@telus.net
Website: users.rootsweb.com/~
abfmags/index.html

Meets second Wednesday, 7 p.m.
Hill Drugs Building

Ft. McMurray, AB

GrandePrairie & District

Branch

President: Maxine Maxwell
P.O. Box 1257

Grande Prairie, AB T8V 471
Phone: (780) 766-2920
Email: gp@abgensoc.ca
Website: http://gp.abgensoc.ca/
Meets third Tuesday, 7 p.m.
Grande Prairie Public Library
101, 9839 + 103 Avenue
Grande Prairie, AB

Lethbridge & District Branch
President: Doug McLeod

1:28 909 + 3" Avenue North
Lethbridge, AB T1H OH5
Phone: (403) 328-9564

Email: |ethags@theboss.net
Website:
http://lethbridgeags@theboss.net
Meets third Thursday, 7:00 p.m.
Provincial Admin. Building
909-3" Avenue North
Lethbridge, AB

MedicineHat & District.

Branch

President: Helene Paquin

P.O. Box 971

Medicine Hat, AB T1A 7G8
Phone: (403) 526-5188

Email: mhgs@telus.net
www.mhgs.abgensoc.ca/

Meets first Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
974 + 13" St. SW, Medicine Hat,AB
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Peace River & District

Branch

President: Joan Wahl

9807 + 97 Avenue

Peace River, AB T8S 1H8
Phone: (780) 624-2369

Email: jfwahl @tel usplanet.net
Website: rootsweb.com/~abprdgs/
Meets third Thursday, 7 p.m.
Peace River Library

Peace River, AB

Red Deer & District Branch
President: Peter Darby

P. O. Box 922

Red Deer, AB T4N 5H3
Phone: (403) 227-2646

Email: rdbrags@telus.net
Website: www.rdgensoc.ab.ca
Meets fourth Wednesday, 7 p.m.
LDS Church

3002 £ 47 Avenue

Red Deer, AB

Wetaskiwin Branch
President: Don Brosius

4534 + 56 Avenue

Wetaskiwin, AB T9A 232
Phone: (780) 352-0069

Email: wetaskiwin@abgensoc.ca
Website:
http://wetaskiwin.abgensoc.ca/
Meets third Tuesday (except July,
August and December) at 7 p.m.
Wetaskiwin Branch Resource Centre
4904 + 51 Street




